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Figure 4. View the Musée du Louvre online catalog

Source: The Musée du Louvre, online catalog, https://collections.louvre.fr/en/ (accessed: 7 VI 2026).

Figure 5. Smithsonian — West Point exhibition page

Source: Smithsonian — West Point exhibition page, https://americanhistory.si.edu/explore/exhibitions/
west-point-making-america (accessed: 7 VI 2026).
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LATEST FROM AROUND THE MUSEUM

Figure 6. Home page of digital collections The National WWII Museum

Source: The National WWII Museum, https://www.nationalww2museum.org/ (accessed: 7 VI 2026).
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Figure 7. Home page of the digital collections of the Military History Museum in Kyiv

Source: National Military History Museum of Ukraine, https:/nvimu.com.ua/ (accessed: 7 VI 2026).
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Figure 8. Home page of the digital collections of the Lviv Historical Museum

Source: Lviv Historical Museum, https://www.lhm.lviv.ua (accessed: 7 VI 2026).

The table 1 summarizes major digitized military-historical collections in leading mu-
seums and archives in Europe, the USA, and Ukraine. It highlights the scale of holdings,
thematic focus, and the level of digital accessibility of their collections.

Table 1. Frequency of special characters

Museum/institution

Total holdings

Military-historical
collections

Digitalization
& online access

Special features

British Museum
(London)

8+ million objects
(4.5M digitized)

Arms & armour:
~1,300 items (Assyrian
helmets, Greek/Roman
armour, medieval
swords, early firearms)

Online catalog with
images, metadata, filters

Strong ancient

& medieval coverage;
good cross-cultural
comparisons

Arms & armour section

Daily updated database;

firearms

. ~500,000 objects incl. medieval & . . Integration with broader
Louvre (Paris) . high-resolution photos; ; .
online Crusader-era weapons, medieval art collections
.. metadata
heraldic items
European armour
Metropolitan Museum | ~1.5M total; XV-XVIl c., Japanese | Extensive online One of world’s leading
of Art (New York), ~14,000 arms samurai swords & catalog with detailed arms & armour
Arms and Armor & armour armour, horse armour, | descriptions and photos | collections

Smithsonian
Institution (USA)

3.2M objects;
17.9M records
searchable

Military uniforms,
firearms, artillery, flags,
WWII & WWI material

Centralized search
portal; digitized photos
and descriptions

Covers wide US
military history;
includes technology
& equipment
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Imperial War

33M total; 11M
photos; 155K 3D

Uniforms, insignia,
weapons, vehicles,

Advanced search with
filters (period, front,

Massive photographic

(WWI & WWII focus)

libraries

Museums (UK) . aircraft, WWI & WWIIL . and oral history archive

objects . person, unit)

collections
. . Digital archive with
The National WWII 250,000 artifacts + Uniforms, weapons, thematic rubrics by Strong.j,J personal
Museum (New L documents, personal narratives; best WWII
Orleans) 9,000 oral histories belongings, photos branch (Army, Navy, oral history base
gings, p! USAAF) Ty
.. Maps, photos, letters, Federated search across | Pan-European

S8M+ digital o . . . .

Europeana (EU) objects military memorabilia EU museums, archives, | integration; strong

metadata standards

Deutsche Digitale
Bibliothek (Germany)

Millions of digital
items

Military history
materials (WWI photos,
documents, museum
holdings)

Searchable digital
catalog; multilingual
metadata

National-level
aggregation of German
museums

Military-Historical
Museum (Kyiv)

250,000 holdings;
20,000 digitized

Cold & firearms
XV-XX c., uniforms,
insignia, banners,
personal belongings,
letters, photos

Online catalog with
thematic filters
(weapons, branches,
wars incl. Russo-
Ukrainian war)

Strong oral history
archive; virtual
exhibitions

Lviv Historical
Museum (Ukraine)

380,000 holdings;
15,000 digitized

Arms & armour XIV—
—XIX c. (European

& Eastern), Cossack
and UPA materials

Advanced search by
type, origin, period

Unique Ukrainian
military collections;
comparative research
potential

British Museum
(London)

8+ million objects
(4.5M digitized)

Arms & armour:
~1,300 items (Assyrian
helmets, Greek/Roman
armour, medieval
swords, early firearms)

Online catalog with
images, metadata, filters

Strong ancient

& medieval coverage;
good cross-cultural
comparisons

Source: own development.

Integration of Ukrainian digital collections into international platforms

Over the past decade, Ukrainian museums, in particular the Military History Muse-
um and the Lviv Historical Museum, have gradually been incorporating their digital col-
lections into international cultural heritage aggregators. The most important area of coop-
eration is with Europeana, which already features thousands of Ukrainian military history
objects, ranging from photographs and documents from World War I and World War II to
weapons. Some collections are also integrated into the Digital Public Library of America
(DPLA), which allows Ukrainian material to be brought into wider scientific circulation
and made available to the global academic community. Thanks to the use of artificial
intelligence and machine learning algorithms, these platforms provide fast multilingual
search, automatic text recognition (OCR), visual identification of artifacts, and thematic
clustering analysis. This opens up new perspectives not only for Ukrainian researchers,
but also for foreign scholars, who can compare Ukrainian materials with the collections
of the British Museum, the Smithsonian Institution, or the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

The integration of Ukrainian digital collections into international platforms requires
not only organizational but also technical unification. An important step in this direction
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is the use of international data models and metadata standards. Most European projects
are dominated by the Dublin Core, CIDOC CRM, and LIDO formats, while Ukrainian
museums often work with local description structures formed in Excel tables or small
Access databases. This requires data mapping at the Europeana Data Model level, which
ensures further compatibility with other resources.

The technological infrastructure for integration is based on the use of open proto-
cols and services. OAI-PMH and Europeana API are used for data exchange, enabling
automatic export and import of records. Museum object repositories are usually built on
PostgreSQL or MySQL, using Drupal, Omeka S, or DSpace platforms. IIIF (International
Image Interoperability Framework) is used for unified image representation, ensuring
high quality and scalability of digital copies.

Artificial intelligence algorithms play a significant role in modern digital humanities.
In particular, OCR and NLP provide automatic text recognition in military documents,
while computer vision methods allow the identification of artifact categories, such as
types of weapons or equipment. Semantic analysis and clustering algorithms are used
to identify relationships between objects and group them according to chronological or
functional characteristics. Additional possibilities are created by 3D modeling based on
photogrammetry and generative neural networks, which facilitates the reconstruction of
lost objects and the creation of virtual exhibitions.

Data transfer
(QAI-PMH, AP}

Figure 9. Model of integration of Ukrainian digital collections into international platforms

Source: own development.
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How Al speeds up searching and working with funds

Semantic (vector) search and multimodal identification. Even when terminology var-
ies between museums (“sallet”, ““ momnom-caner”, “helmet, sallet type”), semantic search
models (e.g., based on vector indexes) allow related objects to be found by content rather
than just by exact words. For images, visual feature recognition (blade type, armor pro-
file, helmet shape) is used, which is especially useful in collections such as the IWM
(millions of photos) or the British Museum (thousands of weapons/armor items)

Automatic metadata enrichment and OCR/ASR. Text recognition (OCR) on pho-
to captions, staff charts, item cards, and newspapers allows you to quickly extract unit
names, battle locations, dates, and serial numbers. For oral histories (WWII Museum),
speech recognition (ASR) systems create full-text transcripts, which are then processed
by LLM models to identify individuals, events, place names, and construct timelines.

Cross-collection navigation. Since the Smithsonian has tens of millions of records
available through a single search center, and the Louvre has half a million+ public items,
LLM agents can build “federated” queries (in a single human-readable formulation) and
return grouped results: from a specific uniform sample to related documents, posters, and
photos from different institutions.

Geospatial and comparative analysis. Combining metadata (date/location/unit) with
cartographic layers allows us to reconstruct the routes of military units and correlate them
with IWM photos (aerial photography, field photographs), objects from the Met/Louvre
(weapon typology), and Smithsonian documents (orders, diaries).

Search scenario examples

The development of digital humanities involves not only the creation of large arrays
of digitized data, but also the development of tools that ensure their real accessibility and
effective use. Search scenarios are a central component of this process — structured mod-
els of user interaction with the system that allow relevant objects to be found in digital
collections.

Modern digital collections use multi-level search mechanisms, combining traditional
library cataloging practices with the latest technologies in artificial intelligence, semantic
analysis, and multimodal search. This makes it possible to implement search scenarios of
varying levels of complexity (figure 10):

1. Basic keyword search. The user enters a simple text query, and the system
searches for matches in the names, descriptions, and tags of objects. This sce-
nario is the most intuitive for a wide audience, including students and amateur
local historians
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2. Faceted (multi-parameter) search. Results are refined using filters that take into ac-
count the date of creation of the artifact, geographical origin, author, custodian insti-
tution, material of manufacture, etc. For example, the query “manuscripts” can be
narrowed down to “Latin manuscripts of the 14th century from the Lviv collection”.

3. Semantic search. Thanks to the use of ontologies (CIDOC CRM, Dublin Core),
users receive not only direct matches, but also objects linked by specific events,
people, or places. This allows hidden contexts to be revealed — for example,
finding artifacts related to a single historical figure, even if they are described in
different languages and with different details in the metadata.

4. Multilingual search. Automatic translation and term normalization technologies
enable simultaneous searches in multiple languages. The user enters a query in
Ukrainian, and the system recodes it into English, German, or Polish and per-
forms a global search. This is particularly relevant for the integration of Ukrain-
ian collections into European aggregators such as Europeana.

5. Visual similarity search. Computer vision systems allow you to upload an image
and receive similar objects in terms of style, ornamentation, color scheme, or
shape. For example, a user can find other artifacts with Trypillian ornamentation
without even knowing the correct term.

6. Extended scenario “from query to research”. In this case, searching becomes
part of the scientific process: the user forms complex combined queries, creates
thematic collections, exports metadata to external analysis tools (e.g., Gephi,
Voyant Tools), and thus conducts digital research on cultural heritage.

Keyword

Facets

N NS

Semantic ] —

Metadata
=)

L/
% )

iy
Relations

User Multilingual

AN

Image-based

N N N N N\
N

o

Figure 10. Search scenarios in integrated digital collections

Source: own development.

Thus, search scenarios are not only a technical tool, but also a key means of discov-
ering new knowledge. They ensure the accessibility of Ukrainian cultural heritage to the
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global community, increase the possibilities for its scientific study, and create conditions
for innovation in the field of digital research.

Query Quality Score

An important aspect of search efficiency in integrated digital collections is deter-
mining the quality of the query formed by the user. To this end, we propose the Query
Quality Score (QQS) metric, which takes into account a number of parameters related to
the accuracy, relevance, and multilingualism of search results.

Formal definition

The quality of a search query can be expressed as a generalized formula:

QQS=a*P+B*R+y*C+d*M

where:

P — Precision — the proportion of relevant results among all found results;

R — Recall — the proportion of relevant results found among all possible results;

C — Clarity (of request)— the coefficient of formalization and clarity of keywords (for
example, the use of a controlled vocabulary, ontologies);

M — Multilinguality factor — the coefficient of correctness of multilingual search
(how well the system processes queries in different languages);

a, B, v, 6 — weighting coefficients reflecting the priority of parameters (determined
depending on the research objectives or platform).

Calculation example

Suppose a user entered the query Ukrainian Insurgent Army documents. Search re-
sults:

* 100 objects found;

e 85 of them are relevant (P=0,85);

« the collection contains a total of 120 relevant objects (R=85/120=0,71);

*  the system applied a controlled vocabulary (C=0,9);

*  multilingual support allowed to correctly find matches in Ukrainian and English

(M=0,95).
With weight coefficients a = 0,35, § = 0,35, y=10,15,6=0,15:

QQS=0.35*0.85+0.35*0.71 + 0.15 * 0.9 + 0.15 * 0.95
QQS=0.2975+0.2485 + 0.135 + 0.1425 = 0.8235
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Therefore, the quality of the request is 0,82 (82%), which is considered a high indi-

cator.
Table 2. Frequency of special characters
Request Pre(cg“’“ Recall (R) | Clarity (C) M“““(';'qg)“a"ty QQs
World War II propaganda 0.88 0.76 0.90 0.92 0.84
posters ? ? ’ ’ ’
Ukrainian Insurgent Army 0.80 0.70 0.85 0.90 0,78
documents
MedleYal knight armor Kyiv 0.75 0.68 0.82 0.87 0.73
collection
Maps Qf Cossack military 0.83 0.72 0.88 0.89 0.80
campaigns
Cold_ War intelligence 0.78 0.66 0.84 0.91 0.75
archives

The calculation was made using the same formula with coefficients o = 0.35, f = 0.35, y = 0.15,

6=0.15.

Source: own development.

Explanation of the table results:

World War II propaganda posters — the query is well formalized (the period and
type of material are specified). Thanks to the use of controlled terms (e.g., prop-
aganda posters), Clarity (0.90) is high. Multilingualism is also ensured, as the
term “propaganda” has exact equivalents in most European languages.
Ukrainian Insurgent Army documents — a complex query that can have different
spellings (UPA, Insurgent Army, YkpaiHcbka noBcrancbka apmisi). This reduces
Precision and Recall due to discrepancies in cataloging.

Medieval knight armor Kyiv collection — an example of searching for material
objects. Precision is lower due to the variability of names (armor/armour, knight
gear). Recall is also limited, as not all exhibits are cataloged with such details.
Maps of Cossack military campaigns — a fairly clear query, but Recall is average,
as not all maps have been digitized. Clarity is high, as the concepts of maps and
military campaigns are formalized in ontologies..

Cold War intelligence archives — an example of a more contemporary topic,
where materials may be classified as restricted, which reduces Recall. Precision
remains relatively high because the documents are clearly catalogued by topic.
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Query Quality Metrics Comparison —— WWII posters
Recall e UPA documents
Knight armer Kyiv
Cossack maps
Cold War archives

Pracision

Multilinguality

Figure 11. Search scenarios in integrated digital collections

Source: own development.

Figure 11 shows a comparison of the quality of search queries in digital collections
according to four parameters: precision, recall, clarity, and multilinguality. The diagram
reflects different levels of effectiveness for five thematic scenarios (World War II posters,
UPA documents, knight armor from the Kyiv collection, maps of Cossack campaigns,
Cold War archives), which clearly shows the dependence of search effectiveness on the
formalization of terms and data availability.

Summary and conclusion

The study showed that the integration of Ukrainian military-historical digital col-
lections into international digital platforms is a multidimensional process that combines
technical, methodological, and humanitarian components. One of the key findings was
the justification for the use of open interoperability standards (OAI-PMH, IIIF, RDF),
which ensure unhindered data exchange and long-term compatibility of Ukrainian re-
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sources with global digital heritage infrastructures. This avoids the fragmentation of cul-
tural collections and creates the basis for a unified research space.

Another important achievement was the modeling of technical integration processes,
visualized in the proposed scheme. It demonstrates how, at the level of APIs, metadata,
and protocols, local Ukrainian initiatives can be merged with global systems such as
Europeana or DPLA. This model not only reflects the technical architecture, but also
outlines new opportunities for analytics and data enrichment using generative artificial
intelligence.

The article also developed the concept of Query Quality Score (QQS) as an indicator
of search query effectiveness. This approach has both theoretical and practical signifi-
cance: it allows for quantitative assessment of search relevance, accuracy of results, and
their representativeness. Practical examples of search scenarios have demonstrated that
the use of QQS makes it possible to optimize research work, improve learning tools, and
facilitate access to specialized content for users of different skill levels.

Special attention is paid to the potential of generative artificial intelligence in the
digital representation of military history collections. In particular, it has been proven that
it is capable of performing functions such as automatic metadata enrichment, creating
new forms of data interpretation, building interactive narratives, and even reconstructing
historical context. This not only broadens the horizons of digital humanities, but also
shapes a new dimension of cultural diplomacy, as Ukrainian digital collections become
accessible and understandable to the international community.

Thus, the results of the study emphasize the need for a systematic approach to the
development of digital humanities resources in Ukraine. This involves not only technical
modernization, but also the strategic combination of technologies, methodologies, and
sociocultural practices. Further development in this direction should be based on expand-
ing international partnerships, supporting open science, and investing in digital infra-
structure. In the long term, this will create a competitive environment in which Ukrainian
military history collections will become full-fledged nodes of the global digital ecosystem
rather than peripheral elements.
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The potential of generative artificial intelligence in the digital representation of military history

collections

Summary: The article examines the use of generative artificial intelligence in the creation of virtual muse-
ums and digital exhibitions of military history collections. The authors review international and Ukrainian
digital platforms, including the British Museum, Louvre, Smithsonian Institution, Metropolitan Museum
of Art, and Ukrainian online resources. Particular attention is paid to the use of artificial intelligence in
the reconstruction of artifacts, creation of 3D models, and the development of personalized educational
narratives. The article emphasizes the role of digital exhibitions in shaping historical memory and fos-
tering patriotism among young people between 2022 and 2025 in the context of the Ukrainian-Russian
war. It also introduces the concept of the Query Quality Score (QQS) as an indicator of search query
effectiveness. This approach has both theoretical and practical significance, enabling the quantitative

assessment of search relevance, result accuracy and representativeness.

Keywords: virtual museum, digital exhibition, military history collections, generative artificial intelligence,

historical memory, 3D reconstruction, Query Quality Score

Potenzial generativer Kiinstlicher Intelligenz bei der digitalen Darstellung militarhistorischer

Sammlungen

Zusammenfassung: Der Artikel befasst sich mit dem Einsatz generativer kiinstlicher Intelligenz bei der
Einrichtung virtueller Museen und digitaler Ausstellungen von Sammlungen aus dem Bereich der Militar-
geschichte. Die Autoren geben einen Uberblick tiber internationale und ukrainische digitale Plattformen,
darunter das British Museum, den Louvre, das Smithsonian, das Metropolitan Museum of Art sowie
ukrainische Online-Ressourcen. Besonderes Augenmerk wird auf den Einsatz kinstlicher Intelligenz zur
Rekonstruktion von Artefakten, zur Erstellung von 3D-Modellen sowie zur Gestaltung personalisierter
Bildungsnarrative gelegt. Der Artikel unterstreicht die Rolle digitaler Ausstellungen bei der Gestaltung des
historischen Gedachtnisses und des Patriotismus unter jungen Menschen im Kontext des ukrainisch-
russischen Krieges in den Jahren 2022-2025. In dem Artikel wurde zudem das Konzept des Query Qua-
lity Score (QQS) als Indikator fur die Effektivitat von Suchanfragen entwickelt. Dieser Ansatz ist sowohl
von theoretischer als auch von praktischer Bedeutung: Er ermdglicht eine quantitative Bewertung der

Suchtreffsicherheit, der Genauigkeit der Ergebnisse und ihrer Reprasentativitat.

Schliisselworter: virtuelles Museum, digitale Ausstellung, militarhistorische Sammlungen, generative

kunstliche Intelligenz, historisches Gedéachtnis, 3D-Rekonstruktion, Query Quality Score
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Potencjat generatywnej sztucznej inteligencji w tworzeniu wirtualnych zbioréw militarno-

-historycznych

Streszczenie: Artykut poswiecony jest wykorzystaniu generatywnej sztucznej inteligencji w tworzeniu
wirtualnych muzedw i cyfrowych wystaw kolekcji z zakresu historii wojskowosci. Autorzy dokonuija prze-
gladu miedzynarodowych i ukrainskich platform cyfrowych, w tym British Museum, Luwru, Smithsonian,
Metropolitan Museum of Art oraz ukrainskich zasobow internetowych. Szczegdlng uwage poswiecono
wykorzystaniu sztucznej inteligencji do rekonstrukciji artefaktéw, tworzenia modeli 3D oraz ksztattowania
spersonalizowanych narracji edukacyjnych. W artykule podkreslono role wystaw cyfrowych w ksztat-
towaniu pamieci historycznej i patriotyzmu wsréd miodych ludzi w kontekscie wojny ukrainsko-rosyj-
skigj w latach 2022-2025. W artykule opracowano réwniez koncepcje Query Quality Score (QQS) jako
wskaznika skutecznosci zapytan wyszukiwania. Podejscie to ma znaczenie zarowno teoretyczne, jak
i praktyczne, gdyz pozwala na ilosciowa ocene trafnosci wyszukiwania, doktadnosci wynikéw i ich re-

prezentatywnosci.

Stowa kluczowe: muzeum wirtualne, wystawa cyfrowa, zbiory historii wojskowosci, generatywna

sztuczna inteligencja, pamie¢ historyczna, rekonstrukcja 3D, Query Quality Score
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The e-government portal of the Republic of Kazakhstan
and the digitalization of public services: a comparative
perspective with leading countries and Poland

Introduction

Improving the quality of public services is one of the government’s most important
tasks in each country. The population’s satisfaction with the state’s work and the level of
trust in it depends on the quality of public services. In the era of the technological revo-
lution in developed democratic countries, the main priority is the possibility of provid-
ing public services through automation and digitalization of service delivery processes.
E-government (electronic government) is the use of information and telecommunication
technologies in public administration. However, the scope of this phenomenon is wide
and difficult to define, due to its interdisciplinary nature'. The concept of electronic doc-
ument and document management in administration is crucial. Archival science seems to
be a discipline authorized to study this phenomenon and certainly to observe the practice.
The article presents the development and state of e-government in Kazakhstan and com-
pares it to the situation in Poland. The choice of comparison is more justified if we look
at the data UN. In 2024, in the UN EGDI (E-Government Development Index) ranking,
Poland ranked 37th and Kazakhstan 24th?.

I R. Jedlinska, B. Rogowska, Rozwdj e-administracji w Polsce, ,,Ekonomiczne Problemy Ustug” 2016,
No. 123, pp. 137-147; K. Mikulski, Technologia informacyjna w administracji i dla administracji, Bydgoszcz
2008.

2 The United Nations e-government knowledgebase (UN-EgovKB), https://publicadministration.un.org/
egovkb/en-us/About (accessed: 26 1 2026).
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E-government in Kazakhstan

Cardinal changes have been taking place in the provision of public services in the
Kazakhstan over the past decade. Following the latest global trends brought by the Digital
Economy, important regulatory acts have been adopted, the processes of providing public
services have been optimized, and e-government project has been implemented, the Gov-
ernment for Citizens state corporation has been created, and several other measures have
been taken to improve the quality of public services.

An important legal act was the law On Informatization, approved in 2003. It regu-
lates the process of informatization, development and protection of information resourc-
es and information systems. Defines the competence of state bodies, and the rights and
obligations of citizens and businesses in this area. For the first time, the law defines the
principles of state regulation in the field of informatization: free development of the infor-
mation services market, ensuring the interests of national security, ensuring the protection
of confidential information, high quality and efficiency of information services for citi-
zens and organizations, creating conditions for free and equal access, dissemination and
use of information resources’.

In general, state regulation in this area is aimed at the development of state informa-
tion resources, information systems and information networks to ensure their compati-
bility and interaction in the single information space of Kazakhstan. However, the law
does not offer specific ways to develop the infrastructure necessary for the large-scale
organization of electronic services for citizens and businesses. Faster document process-
ing requires more efficient use of information technology in a more conservative part of
public administration, document management. This step is a very important element in
the development of e-government in Kazakhstan.

In 2003, the Government of Kazakhstan enacted the Law On Electronic Document
and Electronic Digital Signature regulating the exchange of electronic documents. In
particular, this law is aimed at regulating the use of electronic digital signatures, changing
or terminating legal relations, as well as the rights and obligations of the parties in the
process of issuing an electronic document®.

There are many tools for interaction between the state and society, and electronic in-
formation resources and their management are one of the priority areas. Currently, digital
technology is rapidly developing as a tool for management and administration. Therefore,
in the field of digital governance, it is crucial to track global trends and advanced solu-

3 Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated January 11, 2007, No. 217-I11, on Informatization.
4 Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated January 7, 2003, on electronic document and electronic digital
signature.
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tions. This article will present trends in e-government leaders: the EU, the USA, Singapore,
and South Korea. Particular attention is paid to the development of e-government services
in Poland and Kazakhstan. The article uses scientific methods such as general analysis,
systematization, comparison, and generalization to examine the e-government portal and
electronic document management. Furthermore, it focuses on the legal acts that provide
the basis for the use of modern electronic document management tools in administration.

Definition of e-government and e-document

One of the fundamental challenges for this exchange is establishing definitions, both
scientific and legal. The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) links the definition of e-government to the use of modern information and com-
munication technologies (ICT) by governments of all countries in all areas of public
services’. The UN, in turn, rather concisely defines e-government as the use of ICT by
governments of all countries to change and regulate their internal and external relations®.
In its definition of e-government, the World Bank uses information technologies as a gov-
ernance tool (the Internet, mobile data, and networks), which constitute a mechanism
for ensuring interaction with society, businesses, and other groups. Furthermore, e-gov-
ernment can improve areas such as the provision of public services, effective interaction
with business and industry, access to information, and increased trust in government by
expanding citizens’ rights and opportunities’.

Kazakh researchers do not agree with a single opinion on the definition of e-govern-
ment. For some, this is a modern model of public administration based on the use of ICT
as organizational and managerial innovations, while others define e-government as a new
form of providing public functions to citizens through a “service” approach.

Member of the Committee on ecology and environmental management of the Mazhi-
lis of the Parliament of the Republic of Kazakhstan Utemisov Sh.A. noted that there
are many options for defining “e-government”. But in Kazakhstan’s legislation, the term
“e-government” is a definition of a public administration system that ensures high-quality
and timely provision of public services through ICT. E-government is a mechanism for
interaction between various entities, in particular state bodies, the population and compa-
nies in the use of information and communication technologies®.

5 Link to the official website of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and development:
https://www.oecd.org/digital/digital-government (accessed: 26 1 2026).

¢ Link to the official website of the United Nations: http://unpan3.un.org/egovkb/egovernment
overview/ereadiness.htm (accessed: 26 12026).

7 Link to the official website of the World Bank: https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/digitaldev
elopment/overview (accessed: 26 12026).

8 Official website of the Parliament of the Republic of Kazakhstan: http:/www.parlam.kz/ru/blogs/
utemisov/Details/4/22938 (accessed: 26 12026).
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Figure 1. Kazakhstan and Poland’s EGDI rankings (2004-2024)

Source: A. Korekyan, E-government survey 2024. Accelerating digital transformation for sustain-

able development, https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/event-documents/UN%2
O0DESA%20E-gov%20Survey%202024%20Insights for%20ESCAP%20
event_24092024-ak.pdf (accessed: 30 1 2026).
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The EGDI for Polish in 2024 was 0.8648 and is significantly higher than the global av-
erage (0.6382) and slightly higher than the European average (0.8493)'. Kazakhstan
(24th place in the world — 0,9009), on the other hand, ranks 8th among Asian countries
and is the undisputed leader in the entire Central Asian region. It should be added that The
Global average EGovernment Development Index (EGDI) value has risen slightly, from
0.6102 in 2022 to 0.6382 in 2024.

According to the UN 2024 rating, Europe is the leader in the level of e-government
development. The development of electronic services may have different goals and rea-
sons, but in countries with high democratic values, the improvement of public services
has always been of great importance. The reason is that in these countries the state is an
equal partner to society and citizens. This model can be considered in the countries of
Western and Northern Europe, the USA, etc.

“Europe remains the leader in e-government development Index (EGDI of 0.8493),
followed by Asia (0.6990), the Americas (0.6701), Oceania (0.5298), and Africa (0.4247).
Majority of countries in Europe and Asia have very high EGDI values (84% and 53% re-
spectively); in the Americas high EGDI values (57%), and in Africa and Oceania middle
EGDI values (52% and 57% respectively)”2°,

Golinski notes that Polish’s lagging behind in relation to other countries is growing
despite the objective growth of e-government tools and the increase in their use?!. The
leading countries that showed the best results included Denmark, South Korea, Estonia,
Finland, Sweden, Australia, Great Britain, New Zealand, the USA and the Netherlands?2.
Since these countries have extensive practical experience in the development of public
services through the introduction of digitalization, their projects will be used to analyze
international experience in this work.

Analyzing the experience of Denmark, which today ranks first in the development
of e-government, it can be noted that the digitalization strategy in the country is based
on the development of a central ICT infrastructure. This solution was created to combine
the platforms of central and local authorities with municipalities and general services. We
have also developed projects and solutions for data reuse, a digital solution for business,
well-being and data protection. Denmark has one national health portal, but various spe-
cialized portals are provided for citizens and legal entities.

Among several new children’s projects, we can note the launch of some digital
strategies, such as the state strategy for artificial intelligence. As part of the strategy, the

19 The United Nations e-government knowledgebase (UN-EgovKB), https://publicadministration.un.org/
egovkb/en-us/About (accessed: 26 1 2026).

20 Tbidem.

2l M. Golinski, op. cit.; Technologie informatyczne...

22 UN study: e-government 2024, https://publicadministration.un.org/egovkb/Portals/egovkb/Documents/
un/2020-Survey/2020%20UN%20E-Government%20Survey%20-%20Russian.pdf (accessed: 30 1 2026).
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government has considered a new investment fund to accelerate the spread of digitaliza-
tion solutions through artificial intelligence projects. Soon Denmark plans to implement
several important projects in the field of healthcare, social protection and employment,
as well as introduce intersectoral processing of appeals. The government is working
closely with the Northern Council, a regional digital transformation body. Also, each
citizen will have a digital key that will open all the data for the resident and allow using
digital mail to communicate and receive messages from the public sector. The digital key
as a collaboration between the public and private sectors is an important factor in the
study of whether Denmark can become one of the most digital countries in the world.
But the key to success is different, the key is trust between citizens and the Government,
the Danes say?.

The experience of Estonia served as an example of the creation of e-government in
Kazakhstan. Thanks to the timely development in the direction of digitalization of public
services, Estonia is now among the leading countries in the development of e-govern-
ment. Work in this direction is carried out on an ongoing basis and the country is consid-
ered one of the fastest growing in the field of digital technology development. Residents
of Estonia can get almost all services online. The country has developed a multi-channel
communication protocol-Road, which provides online services, including functions such
as digital identification, electronic taxation, online voting and e-commerce services. An-
other project Eesti.ce is a single window for electronic services, and also contains open
government data. There is a portal of the Rahvaalgatus Civic Initiative in Estonia. Thanks
to him, citizens can familiarize themselves with draft legislative acts and send their pro-
posals or collective proposals to the country’s parliament by means of a digital signature.
This project was developed based on the civil society development strategy?*.

During the transition to the digitalization of public services in the UK, special atten-
tion was paid to improving the quality of socially significant services. Also, the transition
to electronic services was made within the framework of improving public administration
and public services, to provide public services to the population as simple and cheap as
possible. The first stage for the development of this direction was the creation in 2011
by the government of the country of activities for the unification of all digital services in
the UK, where the State Digital Service (SDS) operates. Also, so that citizens do not face
excessive paperwork when receiving public services, the country translates all data into
an electronic format, as well as intellectual property databases, allowing the private sector
to freely register trademarks, patents and other projects online.

2 Official website of Denmark: https://denmark.dk/innovation-and-design/denmarks-digital-success
(accessed: 30 12026).

24 UN study: e-government 2024. Link to the official website of the president of the Republic of Kazakh-
stan: https://www.akorda.kz/ru/speeches/internal political affairs/in_speeches_and addresses/vystuplenie
-glavy-gosudarstva-k-tokaeva-na-rasshirennom-zasedanii-pravitelstva (accessed: 30 I 2026).
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The Government transformation strategy developed by the State Digital Service con-
sists of the following components:

« firstly, to increase the convenience of citizens, businesses and users of the public

sector, the transformation of all public portals;

« secondly, in order to improve cross-channel services and improve the efficiency
of government agencies, a complete transformation of departments is envisaged
for more flexible implementation of target tasks;

e thirdly, it is a mandatory internal transformation of the state apparatus and the
government, which may not have an external impact on services, but is neces-
sary for more effective interaction between government agencies in the imple-
mentation of digital reforms.

The program of transformation of state bodies has been supplemented with a solid

legal framework for 2017-20202.

The legal framework ensures that everyone who uses e-government services has
access only to personalized digital identifiers, and their personal data is protected
by the Information Protection Act of 2018 and the EU general data protection reg-
ulations. Within the framework of the program, an intergovernmental mechanism
has been created to create methods and tools for exchanging experiences with other
countries. In addition, in 2019, the Cabinet of Ministers published a strategy for
technological innovation and presented an innovative roadmap for the government,
constantly improving digital technologies following the rapidly changing technolog-
ical environment. In the same year, the SDS and Artificial Intelligence Department
presented guidelines on the introduction and application of artificial intelligence in
the public sector.

The United States Digital Service (USDS), established in 2014, prioritized the solu-
tion of the most important social and public digital services of the public sector. The
primary task of the USDS was not only to expand and further improve the opportunities
for citizens to interact with the government via the Internet, but also to promote the for-
mation of public confidence in the public sector. In 2017, the US Digital Service creat-
ed corresponding groups in the Department of Homeland Security, the Department of
Defense, the Department of Veterans Affairs, the Department of Education, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, the Small Business Administration and the Office
of General Services.

The US policy on the development of digital technologies is carried out in the fol-
lowing areas:

25 The official website of the United Kingdom’s e-government according to the UN: https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/government-transformation-strategy-2017-to-2020/governmenttransformation-strate-
gy (accessed: 30 12026).
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1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Change of immigration policy.

A Privileged website for veterans: www.vets.gov. This website operates on the
principle of “one window” and functions as an electronic public service center
for veterans.

In the field of education (College Scorecardtool), a tool has been created that
makes it easier for parents and students to search for colleges, since it contains
all the necessary information about the costs or benefits of an organization, and
also sorts the data according to the funds owned by students or parents. The site
also works at: www.studentloans.gov/repay. So that parents and students can
control the terms of tuition payment.

There is a portal in the field of healthcare: www.healthcare.gov, which will help
citizens get health insurance.

The tax service. The USDS, together with the Internal Revenue Service, has de-
veloped a “secure access” project to confirm user credentials, which allows you
to protect users’ tax records.

Together with the Agency for the Protection of Customs Duties and Borders,
the automated commercial environment system has been developed, which is
a “single window” for the import and export of the whole country.

The US Department of Defence has developed a system of defence business
trips for its employees. In this project, data is converted into electronic format
by creating software (cloudbasedsoftware). The task of this service is to simplify
the travel policy and reduce costs?®.

As noted earlier, Singapore is one of the leading countries in the development of digi-

talization, where the main task was to support business and attract investment. To achieve

its objectives, the Singapore Government has followed the following steps:

1)

2)

3)

4)

The main step in the development of the digital space in Singapore was the read-
iness of the state for the information society. For this purpose, a 10-year “basic
plan for ICT-2” was drawn up.

Special attention was paid to the introduction of the practice of conducting elec-
tronic elections and population censuses.

A project for the development of a three-dimensional ground-based information
system based on geospatial data.

The system of remote monitoring and evaluation plays an important role. For
example, monitoring the status of electronic transactions, the condition of pa-
tients (telemedicine), and the effectiveness of e-government?”.

26 USDS Impact report-2020, https://www.usds.gov/resources/USDS-Impact-Report-2020.pdf (accessed:

3012026).

27 B.Ye. Kazbek, 4 comparative review of international experience in the digitalization of public services,
,,Public Administration and Civil Service” 2017, No. 4(63), pp. 32-36.
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One of the strongest projects in Singapore is the “SmartNation” program, the imple-
mentation of which has been ongoing since 2017. As part of this initiative, digital and
information applications, as well as cybersecurity applications, are being developed.

To date, Singapore is developing in the field of digitalization in the following areas:

1) Transformation of libraries, development of electronic books so that people can

find and read them.

2) The Home Access Program (Home Access Program), the task of the program is

to provide access to inexpensive electronic services for low-income households.

3) Improvement of the national electronic services platform GovTech. Special at-

tention is paid to the work on improving the quality of electronic services, as
well as the work of a virtual assistant.

The Republic of Korea is the leading country in providing online services and has the
highest rate in Asia. In the E participation Index ranking, Korea took 1st place in 2010,
2012 and 201428, Every five years, the country works with sectoral plans for the develop-
ment of state strategies for e-government. The National e-Government Development Plan
for 2020 provides for the goals of an open and innovative government for the population.
According to the concept of smart government, a database for artificial intelligence and
innovations in the public sector was created in the country. The development of proactive
services and the development of inclusive services to provide a favourable environment
for citizens to receive services based on their needs. The government is also developing in
the implementation of blockchain, the Smart City project, as well as in the industrial and
technological sphere for the development of public administration. Projects on electronic
participation of people (e-people), electronic procurement and open data are also being
implemented in the country. In the implementation of these initiatives, much attention was
paid to improving the country’s regulatory framework. The legal framework in the field
of e-government in the country protects personal data and is focused on digital security.

The Republic of Korea was one of the first in the world to begin work on the transi-
tion from e-government to mobile e-government using smartphones and tablets in 2011:

1) civil services — www.gov.go.kr;

2) the tax system services — www.hometex.go.kr;

3) portal for issuing customs duties of services — www.portal.customs.go.kr;

4) Electronic Purchase Portal — www.g2b.go.kr;

5) Electronic patent services — www.kiporo.go.kr;

6) E-people online portal for receiving and discussing appeals — www.people.go.kr;

7) Provision of services to business on the principle of “one window”

— www.g4b.go.kr;

28 N.R. Kelchevskaya, E.V. Shirinkina, Regional determinants of the effective use of human capital in the
digital economy, ,,Regional Economy” 2019, Vol. 15, 2019, No. 2, pp. 465-482.
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8) Business Process System — On-nara business process system;

9) open exchange data — www.share.go.kr.

Analyzing the experience of the leading countries, it can be concluded that each
country has its own way of practising the development of digital technologies in the
provision of public services. However, based on the studied material, the following fun-
damental directions in the development of e-government can be identified:

1) The governments of the countries are focused on the development of services for
the provision of public services to improve the convenience of citizens and busi-
nesses. To implement these tasks, governments are developing in the direction of
database integration, data management, the introduction of artificial intelligence
and deep research.

2) Flexible government. The desire to use all opportunities to create potential in
the digital direction. Especially important is the role of creating a favourable
ecosystem for the development of digital infrastructure, in particular, improving
the regulatory framework and strengthening cybersecurity.

3) Competent government. In the implementation of strategic objectives, each
country is guided by state programs. However, for their successful implementa-
tion, special guides and specialists are needed.

According to international practice, Governments have encountered difficulties
in coordinating the work of relevant departments during digital initiatives. The solu-
tion to this issue was the introduction of guidelines for the implementation of state
programs, which became a tool for combining efforts and successful work of the
public sector?®,

In the age of the digital economy, it is important that public sector specialists have
such competencies as a foreign language “Foreign language Skills”, skills of work-
ing with big digital data “BigDate Skills”, and the use of digital technologies. There is
a transformation of the most significant city “from the word “know”. Employees of the
“Education” category now include employees whose work requires analytical work, and
improvisation in conditions of uncertainty, while there is a high level of autonomy in
the decision-making process. Their training requires a high level of education in a long
academic cycle. According to research, there is a risk that employees who have not been
retrained after 10 years may not be in demand in their field*’.

Based on the studied countries, the following promising areas for the development of
the digitalization of public services can be identified:

2 Official website of Denmark: https://denmark.dk/innovation-and-design/denmarks-digital-success
(accessed: 30 1 2026). Link to the official website of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and develop-
ment: https://www.oecd.org/digital/digital-government (accessed: 30 1 2026).

0 1. A. Zemskova, The quality of public services in the digital economy, ,Basis” 2017, No. 2(2),
pp- 92-98.
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*  opportunities for public-private partnership and attracting investments in the de-
velopment of e-government and digital services and opportunities for commer-
cialization of this area;

* development of new services, including digital ones, based on startup projects.

Analyzing the experience of advanced countries in the digital sector, we can say that

the state is primarily interested in creating favorable conditions for enterprises for their
further independent digital development. It is important to take into account that the for-
mation of Open Government services requires a sufficient database of open data available
to the public and businesses?!.

Conclusion

The development of Kazakhstan in the field of digitalization today not only cor-
responds to global trends but is also the main instrument of national competitiveness.
Improving the quality of public services is one of the main directions of improving the
standard of living of the population. The quality of public services also determines the
effectiveness of public administration. The speed and efficiency of this process can be an
inspiration for Poland.

The introduction of e-government in Kazakhstan has become an important step
towards increasing the openness and transparency of state institutions and, as a result,
strengthening trust between the people and the state. In Poland, we focus on legal and
technical solutions.

Na podstawie analizy poziomu zadowolenia z jakos$ci ustug publicznych w Kazach-
stanie oraz regionalnych doswiadczen w §wiadczeniu ustug publicznych w formie elek-
tronicznej mozemy wskaza¢ nastepujace problemy:

« the incompleteness of integration of information systems of state bodies and

insufficient level of their entry into the system of public administration;

*  bureaucratization of public services;

e low demand for e-government among the population due to periodic technical
failures, misunderstanding of instructions, poor quality of service of a virtual
assistant and a Single Contact Center.

We have observed all these problems in Poland, but with different intensity*?. In Ka-

zakhstan processes on the integration of the databases of state bodies is carried out at

31 M. Shareef, N.Archer, Y. Dwivedi, An empirical investigation of electronic government service quali-
ty: from the demand-side stakeholder perspective, ,,Total Quality Management & Business Excellence” 2015,
No. 26(3-4), pp. 339-354.

32 A. Gorak, Model wcielony — biurokracja elektroniczna, ,,Dzieje Biurokracji” 2019, Vol. 10, pp. 119—
—130, DOI: 10.36121/agorak.DB.2019.10.119; S K. Kushybek, International legal regulation of electronic doc-
ument circulation, ,Historia i Swiat” 2021, Vol. 10, pp. 365-374, DOI: 10.34739/his.2021.10.18.
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a very slow pace, which reduces the level of satisfaction with the quality of services ren-
dered and slows down the process of automation of public services. Difficulties associated
with insufficient integration of databases when working with e-government portals are
experienced not only by citizens and businesses, but also by specialists themselves pro-
viding services in the regions. If we compare the advantages of the leading countries in
terms of e-government, then first of all it can be noted that the countries have implemented
an integrated system of portals and databases. Due to the low integration of databases,
the problem of bureaucratization of services arises, namely, the service provider’s request
for additional documents. This problem arises due to the fact that e-government does not
integrate automatically with the databases of the relevant government agencies. In Poland,
a similar phenomenon is explained by the transitional stage and the habits of officials.

In general, to continuously optimize the processes for the provision of public servic-
es, to reduce the list of documents provided by service recipients, it is necessary to revise
them. Only a complete e-government system will allow for a full assessment. At present,
we can only talk about political declarations and predictions. We do not know how an
imperfect law will translate into a perfect system.

At the same time, the unpopularity of the electronic format of public services in Ka-
zakhstan is often associated with low information about the benefits of using the portal. In
this regard, it is proposed to strengthen the work on popularizing the portal and reducing
the number of public services provided directly through government agencies. In Poland,
the use of electronic administration is already acceptable and popular.

The work was carried out to study the international experience of advanced coun-
tries on the digitalization of public services on the e-government portal and analyzed the
main aspects of the success of digitalization projects in several countries, especially in
Kazakhstan and Poland.

To date, in Kazakhstan, despite the ongoing work to improve public services and
electronic document management, to the results of public monitoring, the level of satis-
faction with public services rendered in electronic format remains low compared to the
quality of public services provided directly through government agencies. The high level
of development of e-government does not translate into the satisfaction of the public.

The development of e-government is still a priority in both countries surveyed. As
options for improving the quality of public services, electronic document management
systems through the introduction of digitalization, the project provides recommendations
for improving the integration of government databases, expanding the number of proac-
tive services, as well as the possibility of involving a wide range of organizations in the
provision of public services in Kazakhstan.

Based on the above, we believe that the proposed measures to improve the quality
of public services provided in electronic format in the electronic document management



The e-government portal of the Republic of Kazakhstan... 209

system, on the e-government portal, can contribute to the further development of public
services and the effectiveness of public administration. However, this must be linked to
the transparency of political processes and the improvement of the quality of law.
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The e-government portal of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the digitalization of public servic-

es: a comparative perspective with leading countries and Poland

Summary: This article analyzes and compares the e-government portal of the Republic of Kazakhstan
with e-government platforms in other countries. It also assesses the provision of digital public services
and draws on international experience, including that of Poland, to propose ways of improving service
quality in Kazakhstan. Due to the rapid development of the information society, public authorities have to
swiftly respond to emerging challenges, including by establishing an appropriate legal framework. In this
context, the development of theoretical approaches, a sound legal basis, and clearly defined administra-

tive procedures are of key importance.
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Das elektronische Portal der Regierung der Republik Kasachstan und die Digitalisierung

offentlicher Dienstleistungen im Vergleich zu weltweit filhrenden Landern und Polen

Zusammenfassung: In diesem Beitrag werden das E-Government-Portal der Republik Kasachstan
sowie die E-Government-Portale anderer Lander und die Art und Weise der Erbringung &ffentlicher
Dienstleistungen analysiert; dabei wird auf die Notwendigkeit hingewiesen, die Qualitat elektronischer
offentlicher Dienstleistungen zu verbessern. Es wurden die Erfahrungen anderer Lander, darunter Polens,
bei der Optimierung der Prozesse zur Erbringung offentlicher Dienstleistungen untersucht. Die Dyna-
mik der Entwicklung der Informationsgesellschaft erfordert von den staatlichen Stellen eine rasche L6-
sung der vor ihnen stehenden Aufgaben, einschlieBlich der Schaffung rechtlicher Rahmenbedingungen.
Zu diesem Zweck sind die Entwicklung wissenschaftlicher Theorien, rechtlicher Grundlagen sowie klar

definierter Verwaltungsprozesse von Bedeutung.

Schlusselwérter: E-Government, E-Dokument, offentlicher Dienst, Rechtsrahmen, Européischer Rat

fUr wirtschaftliche Entwicklung, Kasachstan, Polen

Elektroniczny portal rzadu Republiki Kazachstanu oraz cyfryzacja ustug publicznych w po-

réwnaniu z wiodacymi krajami swiata i z Polska

Streszczenie: W artykule przeprowadzono analize portalu e-administracji Republiki Kazachstanu oraz
portali e-administracji innych krajéw, a takze sposobu $wiadczenia ustug publicznych; wskazano na
potrzebe poprawy jakosci ustug publicznych w formie elektronicznej. Zbadano doswiadczenia panstw
zagranicznych, w tym Polski, w doskonaleniu proceséw $wiadczenia ustug publicznych. Dynamika roz-
woju spoteczenstwa informacyjnego wymaga od organéw panstwowych szybkiego rozwiazywania sto-
jacych przed nimi zadan, w tym tworzenia ram prawnych. W tym celu istotne sg rozwdj teorii naukowsj,

podstaw prawnych oraz jasno okreslonych proceséw administracyjnych.

Stowa kluczowe: e-government, e-dokument, stuzba publiczna, ramy prawne, Europejska Rada Roz-

woju Gospodarczego, Kazachstan, Polska
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The diplomat and the expert. British officials in Hungary
in the turbulent years of 1945-1946

Introduction

The main features of Great Britain’s policy towards Eastern Europe, including Hun-
gary and Hungarian foreign policy during and after the Second World War are well known
in the Hungarian literature. We also have a growing knowledge of the various aspects
of British — Hungarian foreign relations during the Second World War!. However, the
opinion of the two persons acting as diplomats in the immediate post-war period whose
position and ideas interest me in this paper related to a kind of personal diplomatic his-
tory, is still of interest as they shed light on the role and perspective of experts in British
foreign policy at the time, show how some British contemporaries might have perceived
Soviet presence and the shrinking political space in Hungary, as well as on the type of
interventions that diplomats attempted in 1945 and 1946.

The period covered by the observations of these (semi) official British diplomats is
the time of the coalition transition in Hungary — dominated by left-wing parties but with
political pluralism and cultural diversity — which coincides with the short period before
the beginning of the Cold War in liberated but not sovereign Hungary. These are key mo-
ments, which are also key words, and which provide the reader with a reference point for
reading the text. Later on, especially after 1948, all Western diplomats in Hungary were
under hard surveillance, and Hungarian citizens working with them were harassed or
even punished, so the diplomatic space was very limited (especially for the British, com-

U O. Firj, 4 brit dipomaciai jelenlét Magyarorszagon 1924 és 1941 kozott. A British Legation szer-
vezeti felépitése és miikodése, Ph.D. disszertacid, Debrecen 2017, https://dea.lib.unideb.hu/dea/bitstream/
handle/2437/241885/1_Doktori_ertekezes Furj Orsolya_titkos itott.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y (accessed:
1512026).
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pared to the Horthy-era and the coalition period). So, compared to the post-1948 period,
this was still a “golden age” for Western diplomats in terms of space.

Gascoigne in Hungary

Alvary Frederick Gascoigne (1893—1970) represented the official standpoint of the
United Kingdom at the end of the war. He was an experienced diplomat who communi-
cated his sharp observations in his reports on Hungarian home policy, the suffering of the
people, the role of the Soviets, and the key persons in the politics of Hungary of the time.
His reports were partly published by Eva-Haraszti Taylor in 2005 (Astra Press, Notting-
ham). Sir Alvary Frederick Gascoigne was a Yorkshire landowner, the prototype of the
well- to-do country gentleman, well educated (Eton) and open-minded, but not part of
the British intellectual elite. After his military service in the First World War, he entered
the Foreign Office and by 1931 he was a foreign affairs adviser to the Foreign Office.
According to Gascoigne’s diplomatic activities in Hungary as head of the British Legation
in Budapest in 1936-1938 it became clear that he had close and intimate connections with
the pro-Western experts of the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the moderate
Conservative elements of the elite of the regime. His meetings with Lip6t Baranyai and
Istvan Bethlen’s wife gave the impression that Gascoigne was sympathetic to the Horthy
regime. Many in the Foreign Office shared this view and may have provided some basis
for this. During the Second World War he was military consul in the Tangier zone in North
Africa. From the spring of 1945 to the spring of 1946, he was the Chargé d’Affaires of the
British Political Mission in Debrecen and later in Budapest. He completed his diplomatic
career as British Ambassador in Tokyo (1946—1951) and then, in Moscow (1951-1953).

The main critic of Gascoigne was Professor Macartney, who said that the British
diplomat in Budapest took every opportunity to emphasize London’s disinterest and in-
ertia in Hungarian affairs?. According to the observations of the two diplomats, the two
are very different (e.g. the critical description of Gascoigne in Macartney’s report). But
of course, both were here at the same time after 1945, although Macartney had much
deeper knowledge and experiences on Hungarian issues. By the opinion of Macartney,
Gascoigne had talked the Hungarians out of pursuing an anti-Soviet policy, but they could
not have been pro-British either, so they could not have expected much help from the
British diplomat. Carlile Aylmer Macartney was a distinguished historian® and diplomat

2 ,He loses no opportunity (...) of creating the simultaneous impression that we do not want to have
anyinfluence in Hungary and could not have if we would”. Minute by A. Macartney to Mr. Addis, Southern
Department, FO. 29 August 1945, [in:] E. Haraszti-Taylor, ‘Dear Joe” Sir Alvary Frederick Gascoigne, G.B.E.
(1893-1970). A British diplomat in Hungary after the Second World War. A collection of documents from the
British Foreign Office, Nottingham 2005, p. X VIIL.

3 C.A. Macartney, October fifteenth. A history of modern Hungary 1929-1945, Vols. 1-2. Edinburgh
1956-1957.
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who developed an expertise on the Horthy-regime. In Hungary, he earned his popularity
thanks to his talks on BBC radio told in Hungarian during the war (until August of 1943).
Although he generally supported the Horthy-regime, he also criticized it because of the
undemocratic electoral system, the lack of land reform and for the close ties to Germany
during the interwar and WWII period*. In 1938-1946, he was a member of the Foreign
Office Research Department-F.O.R.D.) In his lecture of March 1946 given at the Royal
Institute of International Affairs (Chatham House, London), he described the heavy losses
(looting, starvation, rape, forced labour, and forced migration etc.), and the possibilities
and chances of post-WWII Hungary. Most of his forecasts proved to hold®. Of course,
C. A. Macartney had only a position as semi-official expert of the British Foreign Office
and in this sense, it is worth to examine the reports of A. F. Gascoigne, the first appointed
British diplomat sent to post WWII Hungary. The Foreign Office records of Sir Alvary
Frederick Gascoigne (The National Archive — TNA, Foreign Office — FO), a British dip-
lomat, sent from Hungary to the Foreign Office contain envoy reports, which were pub-
lished in English in 2005°. Gascoigne sent his first telegram’ to the Foreign Office from
Debrecen on 7 March 1945, and his last one on 16 May 1946 from Budapest. The British
diplomat was thus a witness to the Soviet military occupation of the country, followed the
events of Hungarian domestic politics, met the leading politicians of the time, and formed
an opinion on the country’s situation, problems, and opportunities.

Arguably, the British did not have goals to achieve with respect to Hungary. Douglas
F. Howard, the head of the Foreign Office’s Central Europe Division, made this clear in
a memorandum in the spring of 1945: “I do not see how we can prevent the Russians
from acting as they see fit in Romania, Bulgaria and Hungary, and to some extent in
Yugoslavia, but the sooner we recognize the real situation and thus reduce the suspicion
which poisons Anglo-Soviet relations, the better”®. On the one hand, in 1945 London
was not in the position to extend its influence and further its interests in Eastern Europe
(including Hungary). First and foremost, it lost its status as a great European power, a fact
made clear by its Soviet and American allies in Tehran, Yalta, and Potsdam. Apart from

4 C.A. Macartney was not a hard critic of the Horthy regime, although he criticized the old, feudal ele-
ments of the system. Otherwise, he made a lot to present a moderate and objective view on interwar Hungary in
the eyes of British public opinion of the time.

> The Hungarian translation of his lecture (Conditions in Hungary, March 18, 1946. Library of The Royal
Iinstitute of International Affairs, 8/1209, p. 10) was published by R. Barta, 4 magyarsdag vonzasaban. Vialo-
gatas Carlile Aylmer Macartney irdsaibol és beszédeibol, Debrecen, 2021. pp. 98-106. In English: R. Barta,
In the attraction of Hungarians. Selected writings and speeches by Carlile Aylmer Macartney, Jyviskyla 2025,
pp. 135-146.

6 E. Haraszti-Taylor, op. cit. On the work and publications of E. Haraszti as a historian, see: ,,K1i6” 2003,
No. 1, pp. 173-175.

7 The diplomatic report, addressed to Anthony Eden, gave a detailed account of the composition and
activities of the Provisional National Assembly and the Provisional National Government, the points of the
ceasefire and Gascoigne briefly described the main political forces and their leaders.

8 The National Archive (TNA), No. FO 371/48192, 30 April 1945.
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the Battle of Britain in the air, the island nation as a whole did not perform very well on
the fronts of the World War II, and without American help, it would probably not have
held out. Since British and American troops never reached Hungary’s western borders,
the secret 1943 British-Hungarian preliminary armistice agreement® could not come into
force. Instead, the verbal agreement of the Moscow Conference of Foreign Ministers in
October 1943 came into force, whereby the armies of the Allied Powers would essentially
determine the fate of the peoples who live in the countries they occupy.

One the other hand, the British disinterest can be partly explained by their lack of
information. When, during the Potsdam meeting, Stalin asked Churchill a question about
London’s intentions towards Hungary, the British statesman simply could not answer.
Churchill’s unpreparedness in this respect surprised even the members of his own dele-
gation'?. At this point, it is worth considering the role of experts and expertise in wartime
and post-war British foreign policy. The Foreign Research and Press Service (FRPS),
headed by the distinguished historian Arnold Toynbee, had been operating alongside the
Foreign Office since 1942, providing research and studies to assist British foreign poli-
cymaking!!'. This group of experts developed ideas for the reorganization of the Balkans
and Central and Eastern Europe during and after the war. At that time London was still
active in the region, but in different ways in different countries. Romania, in June 1940,
by denouncing British guarantees, provoked a British position and condemnation: “The
belonging of Romania and Bulgaria is not a factor of importance either for Europe or for
Great Britain, whereas Hungary, Austria and Czechoslovakia belong to Europe, both his-
torically and geographically; these countries are therefore essential elements of European
security and balance”'?. After the war, and because of the presence of Soviet forces in
Hungary, London’s influence could only be officially exercised through the British mem-
ber of the Allied Control. According to his colleagues Gascoigne’s personality perfectly
suited to represent a neutral, contemplative diplomatic position.

Gascoignes’s papers contain three sets of documents that are of particular interest
for us. In addition to the diplomatic cables (86 in total) relating to Alvary Frederick Gas-
coigne’s stay in Hungary, we also find the transcript of Professor Macartney’s lecture'3,

 For more on the armistice negotiations, see: G. Juhdsz, Magyar-brit titkos targyaldsok 1943-ban,
Budapest 1978.

10°J. Lukacs, 4 parviadal. A nyolcvannapos pdrbaj Churchill és Hitler kozott 1940. mdjus 10. — julius 31,
Budapest 1993, p. 362, cited by D.A. Ban, 4 kézép-kelet-eurdpai brit kiilpolitika és Magyarorszag 1939-1947,
[in:] Magyarorszag és a nagyhatalmak a 20. szazadban, ed. 1. Romsics, Budapest 1995, p. 146.

1" A part of the FRPS documents was published in 1996 by Ban D Andras. Several institutions and orga-
nizations were responsible for the British political warfare in the region during the war. For details see: A. Joo,
Szervezetek, haborus célok, memorandumok. A brit politikai hadviselés Magyarorszag és Romania iranydaban
19421944, Multunk 2020, pp. 1-27.

12 Cited by D.A. Ban, op. cit., p. 141.

13 Carlile Aylmer Macartney (1895-1978), historian and foreign policy adviser to the Foreign Office
was considered an expert on the Hungarian question from 1937. In his work Hungary and her successors. The
history of Trianon and its consequences 1919—-1937. Considered an ethnic-based and limited Hungarian border



The diplomat and the expert... 219

and Gascoigne’s report that he sent from Moscow to Anthony Eden, in which the am-
bassador discussed the Soviet foreign policy towards Asia. The diplomatic cables were
written according to the rules of foreign protocol, so were mostly secret (sometimes ci-
phered) and were also sent to other British missions'#. Diplomatic reports were usually
addressed to foreign ministers (Anthony Eden, Ernest Bevin) or senior Foreign Office
officials (Orme Sargent!®, Douglas F. Howard), but Gascoigne also sent nine reports di-
rectly to Churchill (between 25 June and 31 July 1945). Officials in the relevant Foreign
Office offices (Northern Department, Research Department) added so called minutes to
some of the telegrams that the British envoy in Budapest sent it. These comments some-
times differed from Gascoigne’s views.

Clearly, Gascoigne did not believe that a strong British position on Hungarian af-
fairs was reasonable, and despite their occasional differences, this was the view of his
superiors, too. His main role was providing credible reports on domestic political events,
as well as liaising and meeting regularly with party leaders, church and public dignitar-
ies in Hungary. Perhaps because of his character and liberal education and his position
as the representative of the official British foreign policy towards Hungary, he preferred
to keep an equal distance from the leaders of the various political parties, stressing that
he was happy to meet any politician, including Matyas Rakosi'¢. Despite this observer
position, Gascoigne had strong opinions on the most important domestic policy issues of
the period, and he communicated these to London on several occasions. He established
a wide network of political contacts in Hungary in a short period of time. Due to his
moderate conservative standpoint and his old pre-1945 Hungarian contacts he had more
meetings with Béla Zsedényi, President of the Provisional National Assembly, Prime
Minister Béla Dalnoki Miklés, Count Géza Teleki, Archbishop of Kalocsa Jozsef Grosz,
Foreign Minister Janos Gyongyosi, as well as with the leaders of political parties on
several occasions.

revision to be partly justified and supportable. His book on the Horthy regime, published in 1956-1957 (Octo-
ber fifteenth..., Vols. 1-2) is a balanced and objective overview, and in some respects can still be used as a basic
work of the history of the period. On Macartney’s contemporary writings on Hungary, see: A. Beretzky, Scotus
Viator és Macartney Elemér: Magyarorszag-kép valtozo eldjelekkel (1905—1945), Budapest 2005; eadem, Four
Britons and nationalism. Henry Wicham Steed, Robert William Seton-Watson, Arnold Joseph Toynbee and Car-
lile Aylmer Macartney in/on East-Central Europe and beyond (1903—1978), Reno 2024.

14 Gascoigne also sent his reports to the Foreign Office, usually to the British missions in Moscow,
Belgrade, Bucharest, Sofia and Caserta (Italy).

15 Sir Orme Sargent was then Under-Secretary of State for Central and Eastern Europe at the Foreign
Office (FO). From 1946 he was Secretary of State for Administration and Permanent Under-Secretary of State
to the Foreign Secretary.

16 M. Szakasits ask me whether I would receive M. Rakosi /Mattias/, the Communist leader. I said that
if M. Rakosi wished to see me, I should of course be delighted to welcome him here, as I would the leaders
of any of the Hungarian political parties. I thought it well, however, to stress that the initiative must be theirs
and that my attitude towards the five existing political parties was merely thatof an »interested observer«.
See: Gascoigne to Bevin 4 August 1945, [in:] E. Haraszti-Taylor, op. cit., pp. 151-154.
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Gascoigne’s analysis and diplomatic reports shed light on the actors and events of
the period in a way that nuances and expands our knowledge of the period. These re-
ports indicate the standpoints of an official British diplomat, having old experiences on
Hungary and taking a relative objective outsider British observer’s position without any
serious British interests in the region. The telegrams sent to Churchill reflect what the
contemporaries believed to be key events. Some of these are not so evident today. The
cables provide information on elections, the political police, anti- Semitism, land reform,
the general economic situation, prisoners of war and the deportation of the Hungarian
citizens as well as on important events of the day.

As many of his contemporaries he was skeptical about the room available for the
political parties to actually influence outcomes. In a letter to his close colleague and friend
Orme Sargent, Gascoigne gave a relatively long assessment of his stay in Debrecen, the
political situation, the role of the Russians and a fairly accurate view of the near future:
“The left-wing forces in the National Assembly, the Communists, the Social Democrats
and the Peasants, are presumably seeking to seize power and form a left-wing coalition
government, but it is possible that they will wait until the present government has sunk
into the mire of land reform before they do so... Of course, behind the scenes there are the
Russians. Everything else is nothing but a puppet, controlled by the Russians, but it is un-
likely that they would allow a radically left-wing government at this stage. That would be
unacceptable to Moscow at the moment for a number of reasons”!”. Moreover, Gascoigne
was explicit about his disappointment about the visual message the Soviets conveyed as,
in his view, these resembled that of Fascist and Nazi regimes. Since the British Political
Mission moved from Debrecen to Budapest at the end of April 1945, he observed the
May Day parade in the old-new capital. He likened the popular festivities of the Spanish
Falangists and the Nazis and was shocked to note that the Soviet authorities had ordered
not just the Hungarian communist party rank and file but everyone to take to the streets.
He reported that those who stayed at home were considered Nazis. According to the tel-
egram he sent, the people were mainly marching with red flags and communist symbols
but were still broken and tired from the siege!®. Gascoigne proved to have an eye for the
contradiction of symbolic politics in the case of the state reburial of Endre Bajcsy-Zsi-
linszky, too. As he reported in late May, the day after the funeral: “Bajcsy-Zsilinszky is
interesting from this point of view; he was not a communist, he was an anti- communist,
and the current government should know that. If he had not been executed, he would
hardly be an acceptable figure at present”!” .

17 Gascoigne to Sargent, 10 April 1945, [in:] E. Haraszti-Taylor, op. cit., p. 71.

18 Gascoigne to Eden, 2 May 1945, [in:] E. Haraszti-Taylor, op. cit., pp. 81-82.

19 Minutes of Macauley 14/6/45. Gascoigne to Eden, 28 May 1945, [in:] E. Haraszti-Taylor, op. cit.,
p. 107.
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In the spring of 1945, Gascoigne was mainly concerned with the land reform issue. He
reported in detail to London on Hungarian land ownership before and after the land reform.
However, he considered the introduction of the Land Act by decree to be a defeat for repre-
sentative democracy and criticized its practical implementation. He found no direct evidence
that such a rapid introduction of land reform by decree was forced by the Allied Control
Committee (ACC or SZEB in Hungarian) headed by the Soviet Marshal Voroshilov?. His
view reminds us that the decree appeared while the war was still going on and was still
a prime concern for contemporaries. On 21 March 1945, he wrote that: “As regards the
attitude of Russians towards the implementation in Hungary of Land Reform, it looks now,
rather surprisingly, as if this measure may have been rushed through by order of Marshall
Voroshilov although I have no confirmation of this. If true, this seems to be contrary to Rus-
sia’s usual policy in the liberated countries, i.e. to encourage the Governments concerned to
do all that is possible to assist the Russian war effort. The introduction of Land Reform at
this critical juncture of Hungary’s history, will not, (at any rate in the near future), increase
Hungary’s war potential?!. In fact, despite the large-scale propaganda activities of the gov-
ernment, only a fraction of the Hungarian soldiers fighting the Soviets in the Transdanu-
bian region laid down their arms and returned home upon the introduction of land reform.

In the light of recent publications on the post-War violence in Hungary, Gascoigne’s
point about the background to anti-Semitism is noteworthy. During his conversation with
Count Géza Teleki, the Hungarian politician discussed the rise of anti-Semitism, which
he saw as a ‘spontancous’ reaction against the Jews who had sided with the new regime
and had joined the newly created political police in large numbers??. Gascoigne also dis-
cussed this new ‘Jewish question’ with Miklos Béla Dalnoki, naively suggesting that the
religious leaders of Jewry could restrain their own radicals.

Around the summer of 1945, Gascoigne became more active in influencing opinions
in centers of power outside Hungary. The excesses of the political police and the margin-
alization of the churches were a recurring theme in Gascoigne’s discussions. On 28 May
1945, the Archbishop of Kalocsa told the British diplomat that he was under constant sur-
veillance and could be arrested at any time for their meeting. At this instance, Gascoigne
tried to intervene as he was in the role of a mediator between Archbishop Jozsef Grdsz
of Kalocsa and the Vatican. The report and assessment of their meeting on 28 July 1945
were sent to the Holy See?.

20" Gascoigne had only limited contacts with ACC in Hungary mainly through the British members of the
committee.

21 Gascoigne to Howard, 21 March 1945, [in:] E. Haraszti-Taylor, op. cit., pp. 26-27.

22 In this post-Holocaust situation the surviving elements of the Hungarian Jewry had a strong feeling to
take revenge on the Hungarians who did not saved them from the Nazis and the Arrowcrossmen.

2 The Archbishop of Kalocsa informed the Vatican about the ecclesiastical aspects of the land reform, the
internal political situation, the activities of the Russians, etc. See: Gascoigne to Churchill, 23 July 1945 with
Minutes, [in:] E. Haraszti-Taylor, op. cit., p. 138.
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Shortly thereafter, he tried to assess and inform about Rékosi’s position, communica-
tion, and character in the context of the elections to be held?*. In these cables, the British
diplomat repeatedly said that he did not see much difference between the leaders of the
Hungarian Social Democrats and the Communists. The British diplomat had already de-
scribed Rékosi as a strong man of Moscow and the future leader of the country, based
on his abilities?>. According to Gascoigne, Rékosi had tried to reassure and lecture the
British, stressing that there was nothing wrong with Hungarian democracy, that it was
the weak and incompetent Hungarian government that was to blame for all the problems.
According to the communist leader, there was no terror in the country, only agricultural
products had to be brought to the cities, and therefore the black market had to be eliminat-
ed by hard means. The political police, in his opinion, are amateurish and make mistake
after mistake, because they are not arrest the real reactionaries. According to Rakosi,
there were more than a hundred “reactionary organizations” in the country, and they need-
ed to be combatted much more effectively. He promised the British diplomat free and
democratic elections within two months, in which he said the three major parties would
achieve almost equal results. Rakosi also stated that there was no Soviet-style regime on
the agenda, so there would be a coalition government for at least another five years until
the reconstruction of the country was completed?®. The importance of the meeting was
indicated by the fact that Gascoigne sent an unusually long telegram of about three pages
to London, which Orme Sargent sent with comments to Prague and Washington, in addi-
tion to the usual destinations (Belgrade, Bucharest, Sofia, Caserta, Moscow). Gascoigne
considered the Social Democrat Arpad Szakasits to have communist sentiments?’.

The election of 1945 in Gascoigne’s reports

Indeed, British diplomacy was active in forming a negative opinion about a possible
joint list for the national elections that Voroshilov proposed as a response to the Com-
munists’ defeat at the local election of 7 October 1945. Gascoigne reported that the idea
of a coalition government had been discussed between the parties before the elections,
but its implementation was postponed?®. Politicians of the Smallholders’ Party (main-

24 After the British Conservative’s defeat in the summer and Labour’s election victory, Gascoigne sent
a total of 29 diplomatic messages to Ernest Bevin, the new Labour Foreign Secretary.

25 It seems that Matyas Rékosi will play an important role in Hungarian political life and that the Krem-
lin’s power and influence will be exercised through his personality”. See: Gascoigne to Eden, 7 March1945,
[in:] E. Haraszti-Taylor, op. cit., pp. 1-5.

26 Gascoigne to Bevin, 22 August 1945, [in:] E. Haraszti-Taylor, op. cit., pp. 178—181.

27 The British diplomat was referring to the Szakasits speech of 18 August 1945 at the 34th Congress of
the Social Democratic Party, which, in his opinion, was hardly different from that of Matyas Rakosi, who spoke
at the same congress. Gascoigne to Bevin, 21 August 1945, [in:] E. Haraszti-Taylor, op. cit., pp. 172-173.

28It was further suggested that the coalition government which it had been decided by the party leaders
would in any case be formed as a result of the General Elections, should be made up before the elections were
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ly Zoltan Tildy and Ferenc Nagy) made several visits to the British diplomatic mission
with the undisguised aim of pressuring London to take more active action against the
Soviets. Although during the meetings the Hungarian politicians strongly emphasized the
expected success of the Smallholders at the elections, Gascoigne was more cautious in
his assessment®.

After such events, the British were pleasantly surprised by the smooth conduct of
the election, and especially by the fact that the Soviet army remained in barracks during
it, and thus the military presence was hardly noticeable. Béla Zsedényi the President of
the Provisional National Assembly was the first who give a detailed assessment of the
election results to the British. He said that although the election was more of a referen-
dum where the vast majority of citizens voted against Communism, the leadership of the
Smallholders’ Party (especially Zoltan Tildy) was in a dilemma since the serious econom-
ic situation meant that the government led by the Smallholders would have to make too
many concessions to the Communists. Zsedényi believed that the best way out was a pol-
icy of continuous concessions but also that this could break up the Smallholders Party in
the short term and sooner or later lead to the Rakosi party coming to power. Gascoigne
agreed with this to a large extent. He was critical of the choice that the Smallholders
wanted to pass on the responsibility for serious decisions of a predominantly economic
nature through coalition government*®. Gascoigne, in accordance with his task, analyzed
the election results and the composition of the new government in two more detailed
telegrams. In addition to providing facts and figures, he stressed that no party was satis-
fied with the results. The Communists were likely to try to compensate for their electoral
defeat by dynamic parliamentary and government work and by winning key positions in
the executive power.

During the very last days of his stay in Hungary, Gascoigne met none other than the
former (1918-1919) President of Hungary, Count Mihaly Karolyi and sent a cable about
it. This last experience must have been a dramatic and sad event for Gascoigne, echoing
his own perspective. The diplomat reported that Karolyi was disillusioned and exasperat-
ed, believing that under the present circumstances he saw little chance for the consolida-
tion of a Western-style democracy and political culture: “Count Karolyi told me that he
was suffering from great sorrow, disillusion and disgust; sorrow because of the ruins of
a once beautiful capital, disillusion because of the weakness which was obviously being
displayed by those in power towards the Communists, disgust because of the whole-
sale immorality and graft which permeated all strata of the population, both official and

held. After some ten days of crises (...). It was decided that a new coalition government should be formed
after the elections, and not before them”. See: Gascoigne to Bevin, 5 November 1945, [in:] E. Haraszti-Taylor,
op. cit., p. 220.

29 Gascoigne to W. G. Hayter, 5 November 1945, [in:] E. Haraszti-Taylor, op. cit., p. 216.

30 Gascoigne to Bevin, 10 November 1945, [in:] E. Haraszti-Taylor, op. cit., pp. 225-229.
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otherwise... Count Karolyi said that he would not be staying in Hungary for very long.
He did not desire to have anything to do with the internal politics of the country”!.
Although formally Mihaly Karolyi received a warm welcome, the former head of state
quickly came to the conclusion that he had no place in Hungarian domestic politics essen-
tially dominated by the Soviets and the Rékosi led communist group.

Carlile Aylmer Macartney’s account of his visit to Hungary in February 1946

What about the contemporary British experts? Did they believe the same? It is not
easy to evaluate this phemomena, but the writings of probably the best British expert in
Hungarian issues of the time, Carlile Carlile Aylmer Macartney well represents the nu-
anced differences between the official and semi or non-official British views on Hungary.
Macartney as a pro Hungarian lobbyist, did much to make British public opinion more
nuanced and less hostile to the pre-1945, the so-called Horthy regime. This was mainly
achieved through his Foreign Office activities and his wartime BBC radio speeches in
Hungarian. In 1944-1945, he was still confident that a left-wing but essentially West-
ern-style regime could be established in Hungary. Historical strove for objectivity, pro-
fessionalism, and accuracy in his scientific works, while in his other publicist works (arti-
cles, speeches) his sympathy for Hungarians was more evident. However, his ‘sympathy’
for the Horthy regime necessarily requires a more nuanced approach, since the Oxford
historian-diplomat constantly called to account the system’s democratic deficits, i.e. the
lack of land distribution, constitutionalism, universal, equal, and secret suffrage, and the
stubborn persistence of feudal social and public relations. The Professor of History at All
Souls College maintained his links with Hungary after 1945, but these were more profes-
sional than political, and accordingly he never openly attacked the post-war Soviet-style
Hungarian regime*’.

The best-known British expert on Hungary in the interwar period, the historian-dip-
lomat Carlile Aylmer Macartney, in addition to his theoretical work, gained extensive
practical knowledge during his many trips to Hungary, broadened his knowledge of Hun-
garian language, and constantly cultivated and expanded his Hungarian contacts, which
he used later. Of his visits to Hungary, sponsored by the League of Nations, the British
Foreign Office, and the British Council, or organized by Hungarian institutions/organiza-
tions. The one at the end of January 1946 is particularly interesting, because in his lecture
based on this visit he presented a completely new Hungary, discussing the consequences
of the Soviet occupation and the short and longer-term trends in domestic politics. I am

31 Gascoigne to Bevin, 16 May 1946, [in:] E. Haraszti-Taylor, op. cit., pp. 236-238.
32 On C.A. Macartney’s post 1945 Hungarian contacts, see: R. Barta, In the attraction..., pp. 271-276;
G. Ranki, Taldlkozasaim Macartney Elemérrel, ,.Elet és Irodalom” 1978, Vol. XXIL, No. 27, p. 6.
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publishing the full English transcript’® of his lecture and the subsequent debate and ex-
change of views, on one hand because the questions and comments reveal what some of
the British political and intellectual elite of the time were interested in relation to Hunga-
ry, and on the other, they give us a taste of the British debate culture of the period.

C.A. Macartney, Conditions in Hungary>*
Sir Harry Haig™®, introduced Mr. Macartney.

Mr Macartney said that he had only been in Hungary for three or four weeks, after an
absence of some six years*®. He had, in consequence, a great deal of somewhat hetero-
geneous information which he would find difficult to convey in the time available. He

would divide his talk into four parts:

The Russian occupation
The Economic Situation
The Immediate Political Situation

The Long-term Political Situation

The Russian occupation

He would take this subject first, partly because it was always the first to come up in co-
nversation with any Hungarians, and partly because it stood a little outside his other three

subjects and dominated the whole Hungarian situation.

The Russians had entered Hungary in the autumn of 1944-and they had entered fighting:
there had been two million Russian troops in the country, but whether that number had
lessened considerably or not, was something which no one could tell, since no figures was
ever published. The Hungarian authorities estimated the remaining troops at one million,
but he himself thought that was an exaggeration. He thought that there were about half

a million troops, and that they were tending to leave. There was no doubt that they con-

3 For Hungarian translation, see: R. Barta, 4 magyarsag vonzdsaban..., pp. 98-106. I have provided
explanatory and supplementary notes to the published and I have identified the contributors and discussants only
where their position, influence or connection to Macartney warranted it. I have abbreviated the main parts of the
lecture and the main points made by C.A. Macartney, and his own views and opinions.

3 C.A. Macartney, Conditions in Hungary. Marc, 18, 1946, Royal Institute of International Affairs (RITA),
Chatham House, Library of RIIA, 8/1209, London 1946.

35 Sir Harry Haig (1881-1956) British politician, statesman, British Governor of India from 1934 to 1939.
He was an active member of the Royal Institute of International Affairs from 1940.

3¢ Tt is about Macartney’s visit to Hungary in 1940, when he also met Prime Minister Count Pal Teleki.
Due to the war and the British-Hungarian state of war at the end of 1941, his next visit did not take place until
early 1946.
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stituted a very heavy burden on a country economically exhausted; and the situation was
not improved by the probability that Russian troops in Austria were being supplied from
Hungarian sources. Their requisitions were often done in a wasteful and badly organized
manner-food would be collected and the left to rot because there was no transport to col-

lect it, or because the troops for whom it was intended had been suddenly moved.

This occupation had an important political and psychological impact on the Hungarians-
-he would not pretend that the Russians were invariably wrong, nor the Hungarians inva-
riably right: the Hungarians tended to forget that they had once occupied parts of Russia.
But whatever the provocation they had certainly had cause for complaint. Soon after the
Russian’s arrival in Buda, they arrested some forty to fifty thousand in the streets and
interned them as prisoners of war: the story run that the Russians had officially claimed
that number of prisoners at the capture of Buda, and had actually taken next to none, and
that these so-called prisoners of war had been interned to bear out Stalin’s reports. Some
were sent to work in Russia and had not returned: some were sent to fight the Austrians:

and some were eventually freed.

Apart from this there was continual looting-particularly of watches; the Russian fond-
ness for watches had become a joke in Hungary. There were also causes with women?’.
Stories of these incidents undoubtedly tended to become exaggerated, but, on the other
hand, it would not be wise to dismiss them all as unreliable. Members of the Mission had
very few intimate friends in Hungary, and no woman do inform a casual acquaintance
that she had first-hand experience of Russian licentiousness. He thought the behavior of
the earlier troops had been very bad, but it had improved as the older fighting men had
been replaced by younger soldiers, probably recruits fresh from Russia: there were not
many troops in Budapest now. It was unfortunate that such incidents still occurred; as it
left a lasting and unpleasant impression in Hungary: the day before he had left the bodies
of four girls had been discovered covered in the pile of rubbish, left in some recently
vacated barracks. No one was in the streets at night alone in Budapest: an invitation to

dinner meant an invitation for the night, unless a car could be hired for the return journey.

He felt convinced that there was a deep-rooted dread and hatred of the Russians now-not
least among the poorer classes. It sometimes happened that the more educated people
had had a Russian officer billeted on them and had been able to speak a little Russian or

Serbian, so that their impressions were fairly amicable.

37 On the wider aspects of the wartime violence against Hungarian women see: Elhallgatva. A haboris
erdszaktétel torténete és megjelenitése, eds. E. Andrés, J. Mélyi, A. Peté, Budapest 2022, p. 299.
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The peasants and workmen had suffered most from the requisitioning policy of the Rus-
sians, and he did not think that any amount of improved behavior would wipe out these

bitter memories.

The economic situation

Mr. Macartney felt that there was something misleading in the word “situation”, since
it implied at least a degree of stability, and he doubted whether-with the exception of
Poland-any country in Europe was in such a chaotic state as Hungary. Until 1944 she had
probably suffered less, but in that year several things happened in quick succession. Fir-
stly, the Germans left the country taking with them everything that they could lay hands
on: fighting went on all over Hungary for six months, from September to May: and there
was heavy, material destruction, particularly in Budapest, and in the hill of Buda, where
the Germans made a last stand. Then there was a complete collapse of the communica-
tions system, all bridges were blown up, and the entire rolling stock from the railways
was removed to Germany, where it was now sitting in the American zone. Finally, the
Russians occupied the country, requisitioning or looting all food, and other supplies. The-

re was also a good deal of native looting and smuggling.

The food situation was appalling. There were places in the country where it was quite
good-a district in the northeast, for instance, protected by the two arms of a river where
a bridge had been demolished. The inhabitants made sure it was not rebuilt sufficiently
to take lorry traffic and thus protected themselves from requisitioning raids?®. Other parts
of the country were not so fortunate, and in the towns, it was very bad. They had a small
basic ration of bread, occasionally, of maize and beans: sometimes there were potatoes
and salt which were shared out on the ration cards. He had been three times to the midday
meal at the Budapest University — the main meal of the day — where twice they had had

soup, and once a small helping of noodles as well.

Financially speaking, Hungary had hardly any existence: inflation was quite unchecked
and unbounded. When he had been there the pound had been worth a million peng6
and the dollar worth 750 thousand pengé. He thought the pound might have increased
in value six times by now. Money meant nothing — a professor’s salary was about 250
thousand pengé a month, only usable for buying a newspaper, or stamps, or for riding on
a tram: otherwise, everything was done by barter. The big factories and the ministries had

group rationing schemes which provide meals, such as he had had at the University, for

3 This was most probably the Bodrogkdz region and the Tisza bridge in Tokaj or the Bodrog bridge
in Sarospatak, Nort-East of Hungary. Macartney visited Sarospatak during his trip to Hungary at the end of
January 1946. See: Organizations in Liberated Hungary. Ministry of Information-Related papers, The National
Archive (TNA) FO 930/262.
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their worker. Bargaining for wages had been replaced by bargaining for better meal, with

more calories for the worker’s relations at home.

People not covered by these schemes made groups of their own and sent someone out to
the country to barter clothes for food. Even really destitute families, once wealthy, still
had servants, and still lived-though now somewhat cramped with extra tenants-in their
pre-war homes. A maid was sure of her own room, which was a great asset. It was usually
she who had relations in the country and did the bartering for food. He had not heard of
any deaths through starvation, but he could not imagine how they continued to live; and

he wondered what would happen when there were no longer clothes to barter for food.

The problem of Russian reparations was another heavy burden-though this was not out
of proportion, and he thought that, if Hungary was given time, and could spread payment
over five years, for instance, from1950 or 1951, the reparations could be managed. At
present it was impossible. The lack of machinery and equipment removed from Hun-
garian factories as part of the reparations breaks the production chain and does not help
to increase production. But this is not good for the Russians either, because they find it
difficult to integrate these machines into their own production structure. What factories
yet remained in production were now at work on preparation orders: there was a certain
amount of finishing work done on materials sent from Russia. When these products were
finished, the larger part was returned to Russia, a part went to the black market, and a part
was distributed, more or less fairly to whatever section of the population needed it most.
The goods hardly reached the shops at all, and while he thought that the situation would

improve after the next harvest, he did not see how production was going to revive.

The short-term political situation

The short-term view of the situation was hopeful. After the liberation the government of
Hungary had been entrusted to a coalition in which were represented the Communists,
the Social Democrats, the National Peasants-a group of intelligent intellectuals espousing
the cause of the landless agricultural workers-, the Smallholders and the Independent
Bourgeoisie. These remained in power until the 1945 elections, with the exception of the
Independent Bourgeoisie and some Trade Union representatives who were thrown out
meanwhile. After the elections the Independence Front Coalition continued-the Small-
holders Party had polled some 50-60% of the votes but very rightly had not had enough

confidence to form a government®. The Social Democrats and the Communists had pol-

3 R. Barta, Brit kovetjelentések és a magyar belpolitika: 1945-1946, [in:] Tiltott torténelmiink 1945—
—1947, ed. J. Horvath, Budapest 2006, p. 84. In fact, the smallholders wanted to share the responsibility for the
serious government decisions that awaited them with their future coalition partners.
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led about 15-20% of the votes*. There were some reallocations of the ministries, but the
government seemed to be proceeding with an agreed programme in harmony-even with

wisdom.

In fact, there was not much that any government could do: There was universal agreement
on the necessity for re-establishing communications and securing more coal and more
food. The Communists were amongst the most energetic and intelligent in prosecuting
this programme-and they and the Social Democrats had done good work in the summer of

1945, by persuading the working men of the necessity for carrying on at work.

The long-term political situation

This presented a different picture; one of continuous unrest, agitation, and shouting: there
were frequent street meetings in Budapest airing the view that reaction in Hungary would
be crushed. In spite of the fact that no party suggested doing anything not on the 1944
programme-there was an atmosphere of extreme political crisis, as if Hungary were in

a 1919 situation.

This was largely the fault of the Communists. After the fall of the Communist government
in 1919 there had been a complete reaction, and though some individual Communists re-
mained, they were very few in number, and the party organization did not even exist in an
underground form. When the Russians entered the country in 1944, however, they bro-
ught with them some fifty men from Moscow, to create a Communist party, which was to
form part of the Coalition government. They recruited the main body of the party from the
former Arrow Cross extremists who had been interned by the Hungarian authorities, and
whose general views were very similar to those of the Communists, except that they were
anti-Semitic, and revolved round Berlin rather than Moscow as a centre. They were offe-
red the choice of continued internment or membership of the Communist party, and large
number who chose the latter alternative formed a useful rank and file-though they naturally
had no say in policy. Some others were genuine Communists, some were opportunists, and
some came from the Social Democratic party. It was the men from Russia-the Muscovites
as they were called-who held power in the Communist party: they were able men, mo-
stly of Hungarian origin or Magyar-speaking, mostly Jews, Moscow trained and Soviet

citizens-and it was from this point of view alone that they looked at Hungarian affairs.

The political conflicts in Hungary were fundamentally concerned with the future orien-

tation of the country-whether Western or Eastern influences were to predominate: it was

40 For the exact results of the November 1945 elections, see: 1. Romsics, Magyarorszdg torténete
a 20. szazadban, Budapest 2010, pp. 190-191.



230 Rébert Barta

safe to say that the entire country was split between the Communist leaders and a propor-

tion of their followers-and the rest of the country.

Mr. Macartney had broadcast regularly to Hungary during the war*!, and was a well-
-known figure there: he had been interested to note that whereas the Communist leaders
received him politely, but with the definite attitude that when his next came he would
inevitably be liquidated, although possible with regret-the rest of the population, without
distinction of class and religion had welcomed him with warmth and understanding. He
had been gratified and touched and felt that there was no doubt that most of the people

wanted a Western orientation for Hungary.

He could not say what the future of the country would be: he did not know what the
real reason for the resumption of the Communist offensive might be. He did not feel the
situation should be exaggerated-it was partly fear, partly automatic: it was their training
which made it difficult from them to join with the bourgeoisie, and which made them
require an opponent. Partly, no doubt, it was a reflection of the reaction between Britain
and the U.S.S.R. He wondered whether the Communist leaders would be given orders to
bring about a situation in which the coalition government could be declared impossible.
If they had such orders, and were backed by the Russians, they could do anything-though
a Communist régime would be intensely unpopular. It was an unfortunate effect of the
present situation that the opponents of the communism tended to crystallize round the
extreme right. In this way, he felt, some of the most valuable elements in Hungarian

politics-the Social Democrats and the best of the Smallholders-lost considerable power.

Comments

Sir Harry Haig thanked Mr. Macartney for a vivid account of conditions remote from our
own circumstances. The Countess of Listowel*> asked what was the role of the political
police? And she said that it was her impression that the Communists were out to split the
Smallholders: the right wing was the older part of the Smallholders, and could not be
called reactionary, but if the Communists succeeded, they could put the governing wing
in a minority; and there was a bill in existence by which anyone who resigned could be
called upon to give up his mandate. She wondered whether the Russian attacks in Poland,
the attacks on the Smallholders, and those on the “reaction” in Roumania and Bulgaria
were not all part of a larger plan in which Hungary was not really important, because it

depended on relations between the big powers.

41 On C.A. Macartney’s radio appearances during the war, see: M. Pal, Jé estét kivanok, itt Macartney
Elemér beszél. C.A. Macartney és a BBC magyar adasa, [in:] Angliatél Nagy-Britannidig. Magyar kutatok
tanulmanyai a brit torténelemrdl, ed. T. Frank, Budapest 2004, pp. 340-356.

42 On the activity of Countess of Listowel, see : R. Barta, In the attraction..., pp. 59-80.
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Mr. C.A. Macartney said he would take the last point first. He agreed that Hungary, by
herself, was relatively unimportant- but he could not say whether the communist maneu-
vers were part of a general plan or not. He had not mentioned political police because
his time was short: they were a definite grievance. They have been mainly recruited from
the extremists amongst the Jews, who had suffered, and would not forget their suffering.
The organization was not run by a communist, however, and though abuses were rightly
attributed to take police, it must not be forgotten that this was not the first time in that
Hungary had had political police. He did not think the Countess Listowel was quite right in
her analysis of the attack on the Smallholders. He felt that there was some justification for
complaint against them. Since the original programme had been drawn up the right-wing
parties had been prohibited, but the voters were not disfranchised. Men of right-wing sym-
pathies had got themselves returned by right wing voters, posing as Smallholders, though
they were, in fact, Conservative-and often large landowners. In this way elements were
introduced into the government which did not represent the original coalition parties. Tho-
se attacked often did not agree with the Government programme-though, of course, there

could be no denying that the Communists did want to weaken the Smallholder’s Party.

Michael Zvegintsov said that the same thing was happening all over Eastern Europe, and
he wondered what was the purpose of such a campaign of fear. It had turned the common
people against Russia — he had observed it again nag again In Eastern Germany with the
refugees from Eastern Europe. He thought perhaps the Russians had realized that the
situation was uncertain and needed clarification and were taking action in the form of this
desperate attack. Relations between the great powers did not affect the matter-it would be
impossible to exorcise the fear of Russia that prevailed: he thought that the Communists

were afraid of an appeal to public opinion.

Miss Freda White asked about land reform in Hungary. She confessed that she was igno-
rant in the matter, but she felt it affected the situation. She would have thought it a reform
which could have been postponed, in view of the acute food shortage in Hungary, since
conversion from large to small scale farming nearly always involved a drop in production
at first.

Mr. C.A. Macartney said that it was a measure which could not have been put off, poli-

tically speaking.

It was supported by all the Coalition parties and was on the government programme.
Even if the land had not been divided up with legal sanction, he thought it would have
been done illegally.
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In fact, there had been some increase in production: the old and experienced smallholders
had done very well, though the newcomers had been handicapped by the difficulty of
getting tools or seed. He thought that if the land reform had not taken place, there would
have been no production at all on the big estates non divided. The large landowners were
mostly living outside Hungary, and it was very difficult to get labour. In present condi-
tions there would be less produce for the general market than the big estates had produce

formerly, but it would not be fair to judge the land reform for another ten years.

Mr. John Epstein asked how the ordinary people had reacted on Hungary’s becoming

a republic: had they minded that their country was no longer a kingdom?

Mr. C.A. Macartney said that he thought that majority had not wanted the change. It was
shaming for Hungary that only one person who had vigorously protested was a woman:
Sister Margaret Schachter**was small and frail, but she had saved Jews from persecution
and was running a small political party of her own. There was a saying that there were
only two men in Hungary today, and that they both wore petticoats-Sister Margaret was

one and the new Archbishop*, a man full of courage, was the second.

Mr. John Epstein asked how he had finally got to the consistory? Mr. C.A. Macartney did
not think he had been really prevented from going-it was merely a question of the usual

Russian delays in granting any pass.

Miss Freda White asked for news of Transylvania. Mr. C.A. Macartney said he had not
been there, and would prefer not to say anything, though he understood it was a complete

rocket.

Lt. Col. H.H. Lloyd asked whether the civil police were armed, and whether they were
loyal to the government? He also asked what was the position of the Russian Army in

Hungary?

Mr. C.A. Macartney said he would answer the second question first: the role of the Rus-
sians was that of any army occupying a country after war until peace declared. They did
not to much to maintain law and order, but they had patrols on duty to examine papers:
there were Russian police on the only bridge out of Budapest to see that Russian vehicles

had priority in crossing. He would not call the police civil police in either sense of the

4 On Margit Schlachta’s career, see: 1. Mona, Schlachta Margit, Budapest 1997.
4 For more details on the career of Jozsef Mindszenty, see: M. Balogh, Mindszenty Jozsef, Budapest
2002.
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words: they were neither civil nor police. The Minister of the Interior*’, who had been
responsible for their constitution, had been corrupted by his wife, and the police were
very unpopular. The old gendarmerie had been scrapped, and the two police very thoro-
ughly sifted: the new civil police were Communists, but not Jews, and though commonly

referred to as armed bandits, they were said to be improving.

Miss J. M. Westley asked whether the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Ad-
ministration (UNRRA) had done anything to relieve the food situation in Hungary?
Mr. C.A. Macartney said that some stuff was coming in unofficially. UNRRA had met
with difficulties both from our side and the Communists, but eventually an agreement
had been reached.

Mr. J.R. Wraight said that supplies should begin to enter the country in April; they were to
be handed over to the Hungarian government who would be responsible for their distribu-
tion. In the matter of land reform, he thought that circumstances made it difficult for the
government to put up a good defence for their policy. If any food surplus was announced
it be scooped up immediately, and therefore the figures issued were always on the pessi-
mistic side. Similarly, with food collection in general, the figures were not a good adver-

tisement. Mr. C.A. Macartney agreed but said the harvest had been below normal even so.

Miss Dorothy Fraser said that she understood from friends of hers that Hungarians in
Transylvania were having a very bad time. Major Hugh Seton Watson*® said that the

Romanians were suffering equally badly.

Sir Harry Haig thanked Mr. Macartney for his talk. It was extremely valuable that he had
been able to analyze Russian policy in the Hungarian area: if the same thing could be
done for a different countries in a similar position it might help us understand Russian

world policy.

18 March 1946, Chatham House, St. Jame’s Square, S. W. 1.
Conclusions

The documents of Sir Alvary Frederick Gascoigne’s activities in Hungary add es-
sential diplomatic sources to our knowledge of Hungarian history in and soon after of

4 The Hungarian Minister of the Interior until 20 March 1946 was Imre Nagy, followed by Laszl6 Rajk.

4 Hugh Seton Watson (1916-1984) British historian, political scientist, son of Robert Seton-Watson.
He served in British military intelligence during the Second World War. In his publications on Eastern Europe
and Hungary, he strove for impartial objectivity. In 1981, three years after Macartney’s death, he wrote the still
useful summary of the Oxford historian-diplomat’s career. See: H. Seton-Watson, Carlile Aylmer Macartney
1895-1978, ,,Proceedings of the British Academy” 1981, Vol. LXVII, pp. 411-432.
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1945. This will not only help specialists in the field but will also give the wider reader-
ship a glimpse into the exciting world of diplomatic history. Gascoigne sought to present
a decidedly objective picture of the domestic political events of the period, but it was
also clear that he was more sympathetic to the bourgeois parties and their representatives
and to the Catholic clergy. He had a good sense of the backlashes of the land reform, the
Soviet intentions behind the internal political struggles and was apt in his characteriza-
tion of Hungarian politicians. He represented the British lobby at a time when many still
believed in the future of Hungarian democracy. But Gascoigne was no longer backed by
the British Empire. After 1945, London was unable to enforce its old great power policy,
either in Eastern Europe or elsewhere. Without real means and power, the centuries-old
values of British political culture and the ideals of Western democracies were extremely
difficult to represent in a country where the Soviet Red Army was in power. Despite the
limited British involvement, an outside observer’s assessment, and analysis of the situ-
ation, by a diplomat who was decidedly impartial and largely objective, can add nuance
and diversity to our knowledge of the period. The benefits of this are obvious even if we
know that Britain’s influence on the fate of Hungarians in and after 1945 was and was
only possible with extremely limited means and only with a degree of activity commen-
surate with its own*’.

Carlile Aylmer Macartney, as pro Hungarian lobbyist, did much to make British
public opinion more nuanced and less hostile to the Horthy regime. This was mainly
achieved through his Foreign Office activities and his wartime BBC radio speeches in
Hungarian. In 1944-1945, he was still confident that a left-wing but essentially West-
ern-style regime could be established in Hungary. Historical strove for objectivity, pro-
fessionalism, and accuracy in his scientific works, while in his other works (articles,
speeches) his sympathy for Hungarians was more evident. However, his ‘sympathy’
for the Horthy regime necessarily requires a more nuanced approach, since the Oxford
historian-diplomat constantly called to account the system’s democratic deficits, i.e. the
lack of land distribution, constitutionalism, universal, equal and secret suffrage, and
the stubborn persistence of feudal social and public relations. The Professor of Histo-
ry at All Souls College maintained his links with Hungary after 1945, but these were
more professional than political, and accordingly he never openly attacked the post-war
Soviet-style Hungarian regime.

47 British influence in Hungary has no chance against that of the Soviets (...). It is obvious that Hungary
will for many years be a Soviet annexed state, where Communist influence will prevail”. See: Gascoigne to
Churchill, 23 July 1945. Minutes of J.M. Addis, [in:] E. Haraszti-Taylor, op. cit., p. 138.
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The diplomat and the expert. British officials in Hungary in the turbulent years of 1945 -1946

Summary: This study presents and contextualizes the diplomatic reports of Alvary Fredrick Gascoigne,
head of the British Political Mission in Hungary in 1945-1946, as well as the lecture delivered by Carlile
Aylmer Macartney in March 1946 at the Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham House, London),
based on his visit to Hungary in February 1946. Drawing on recent research, the article examines official
and semi-official British perceptions, experiences, and activities in Hungary in 1945. Although British
officials had well-grounded knowledge of events in Hungary, they had little real influence over them. Nev-
ertheless, their official and semi-official reports made an important contribution to the British understand-
ing of developments in Hungary and may have played a pivotal role in the emergence of the pro-British

Hungarian elite during and shortly after WWII.

Keywords: Alvary Frederick Gascoigne, Carlile Aylmer Macartney, British strategy and diplomacy, Hun-
gary in 1945, British diplomatic reports

Diplomat und Experte. Britische Beamte in Ungarn in den turbulenten Jahren 1945-1946

Zusammenfassung: Die Studie prasentiert und kontextualisiert die diplomatischen Berichte von Alvary
Fredrick Gascoigne, dem Leiter der britischen Politischen Mission in Ungarn in den Jahren 1945-1946,
sowie den Vortrag von Carlile Aylmer Macartney, gehalten im Marz 1946 am Royal Institute of Interna-
tional Affairs (Chatham House, London), der auf seinen Erfahrungen wahrend der Reise nach Ungarn im
Februar 1946 basierte. Der Artikel stiitzt sich auf neue und aktualisierte Forschungsergebnisse und zielt
darauf ab, die offiziellen und halboffiziellen britischen Sichtweisen, Erfahrungen und Aktivitaten in Ungarn
im Jahr 1945 darzustellen. Obwohl sie Uber fundierte Informationen zu den Ereignissen in Ungarn ver-
flgten, hatten sie keinen wirklichen Einfluss darauf. lhre offiziellen und halboffiziellen Standpunkte und
Informationen leisteten einen wichtigen Beitrag zu dem, was die Briten Uber Ungarn wissen konnten, und
kénnten eine entscheidende Rolle bei der Entstehung einer pro-britischen ungarischen Elite wahrend

und kurz nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg gespielt haben.

Schiliisselworter: Alvary Frederick Gascoigne, Carlile Aylmer Macartney, britische Strategie und Diplo-

matie, Ungarn im Jahr 1945, britische diplomatische Berichte
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Dyplomata i ekspert. Brytyjscy urzednicy na Wegrzech w burzliwych latach 1945-1946

Streszczenie: Studium przedstawia i kontekstualizuje raporty dyplomatyczne Alvary’ego Fredricka
Gascoigne’a, szefa Brytyjskiej Misji Politycznej na Wegrzech w latach 1945-1946, oraz wyktad Carlile’a
Aylmera Macartney’a wygtoszony w marcu 1946 r. w Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham
House, Londyn), oparty na jego doswiadczeniach z podrozy na Wegry w lutym 1946 r. Wykorzystujac
nowe i zaktualizowane badania, artykut ma na celu przedstawienie oficjalnych i pétoficjalnych brytyjskich
postrzegan, doswiadczen oraz dziatan na Wegrzech w 1945 r. Cho¢ dysponowali dobrze ugruntowany-
mi informacjami o wydarzeniach wegierskich, nie mieli na nie realnego wptywu. Ich oficjalne i pdtoficjalne
stanowiska oraz informacje stanowity wazny wktad w to, co Brytyjczycy wiedzieli o Wegrzech i mogty
odegra¢ kluczowg role w istnieniu probrytyjskiej elity wegierskiej w czasie i wkrotce po Il wojnie swiato-

wej.

Stowa kluczowe: Alvary Frederick Gascoigne, Carlile Aylmer Macartney, strategia i dyplomacja brytyj-

ska, Wegry w 1945 r., brytyjskie raporty dyplomatyczne






Polemiki, recenzje i omowienia

Polemics, Reviews, and Overviews

Polemiken, Rezensionen und Besprechungen






Echa Przesztosci XXVII/1, 2026
ISSN 1509-9873

Radostaw Krajniak
Archiwum Panstwowe w Toruniu
ORCID https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7016-8859

Jerzy Sikorski, Mikotaj Kopernik na Warmii. Chronologia Zycia i dzialalnosci,
Rozprawy i Materialy Instytutu Pélnocnego im. Wojciecha Ketrzynskiego w Olsztynie
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Rok 2023 przyniost szereg roznych inicjatyw kulturalnych i naukowych oraz wy-
dawnictw majacych uczci¢ 550. rocznice urodzin Mikotaja Kopernika. Do tego typu
przedsigwzige¢ nalezy zaliczy¢ tez wydana wspoélnie przez Towarzystwo Naukowe
i Instytut Potnocny im. Wojciecha Ketrzynskiego w Olsztynie ksigzke Jerzego Sikorskie-
g0, prezentujaca chronologi¢ zycia i dzialalno$ci wybitnego astronoma.

Publikacja rozpoczyna si¢ przedmowa (s. 5—6) napisang przez dr. Jerzego Kielbika,
dyrektora Instytutu Poéinocnego, ktory widnieje zarazem w stopce redakcyjnej jako re-
cenzent rzeczonego dzieta. Po niej nastgpuje wstep (s. 7-14), w ktdérym autor opisuje
m.in. etapy swojej dtugoletniej pracy nad Chronologiq, siggajacej lat 60. minionego
wicku. Nastgpnie zamieszczono wykaz zastosowanych w tekscie skrotow (s. 15-18),
po ktorych otrzymujemy wilasciwy wyktad, czyli Chronologie (s. 19-277), bedaca zesta-
wieniem regestow dokumentow, przyblizajacych zycie i dzialalno$¢ Kopernika na War-
mii (z matymi wyjatkami), wraz z niekiedy bardzo obszernymi i drobiazgowymi komen-
tarzami do nich, ktére w istocie stanowig najwiecksza warto$¢ pracy.

Wspomniana Chronologia zostala podzielona na nastgpujace czesci:

1) Mikolaj Kopernik czasowo na Warmii (pocz. IX 1495 — III/IV 1496) (s. 21-22,

regesty nr 1-4);
2) Mikolaj Kopernik we Wioszech (lato 1496 — wiosna 1501) (s. 23-28, nr 5-16);
3) Mikolaj Kopernik czasowo na Warmii (ok. potowy 1501 — po 3 sierpnia 1501)
(s. 29, nr 17-20);

4)  Mikolaj Kopernik we Wioszech (jesien 1501 — lato 1503) (s. 30-32, nr 21-23);

5) Mikolaj Kopernik w Lidzbarku (jesien 1503 — maj 1509) (s. 33—65, nr 24-62);

6) Mikolaj Kopernik we Fromborku (maj 1509 — 8 listopada 1516) (s. 6688,

nr 63-117);
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7) Mikolaj Kopernik w Olsztynie (8 listopada 1516 — 9 listopada 1519) (s. 89112,
nr 118-211);

8) Mikolaj Kopernik we Fromborku (9 listopada 1519 — 23 stycznia 1520) (s. 113—
—114, nr 212-213);

9) Mikolaj Kopernik w Olsztynie (23 stycznia 1520 — 18 pazdziernika 1521)
(s. 115-137, nr 214-247);

10) Mikotaj Kopernik we Fromborku (18 pazdziernika 1521 — ok. 18 maja 1543)
(s. 138-277, nr 248-578).

Ksigzke uzupetniajg dwa dodatki: Kanonicy warminscy w czasach Mikolaja Koper-
nika — nastepstwo w kanonikatach (s. 279-282) oraz Kanonicy warminscy w czasach
Mikotaja Kopernika wedtug posiadanych oltarzy i zwigzanych z nimi pochowkow w ka-
tedrze fromborskiej (s. 283-289), a takze indeks 0sob (s. 291-309) i spis tresci (s. 310).

Lektura analizowanej pracy sktonita piszacego te stowa do zabrania gtosu i przedsta-
wienia garsci uwag 1 uzupetnien, ktore moga okazac si¢ przydatne podczas przygotowy-
wania do druku kolejnego wydania tej waznej pozycji. Zacznijmy od tego, ze J. Sikorski,
co prawda stusznie, uznat (zob. s. 21, nr 1) — za nowsza literaturg — ze starszym z braci
Kopernikow byl Mikotaj, przy tej okazji warto byto jednak da¢ odnosnik do ksiazki
Krzysztofa Mikulskiego, w ktorej ustalenie to faktycznie wyraznie wybrzmiato!. W tym
samym regescie nr 1, zapewne przez pomytke, autor zapisal, ze Jan Zanau zmart 26 lipca
1495 r., cho¢ w rzeczywistosci miato to miejsce 26 sierpnia 1495 r.? Kilkakrotnie w re-
cenzowanej pracy (pierwszy raz na s. 22) dziekan kapituty warminskiej Christian Tapiau
niestusznie jest nazywany Krzysztofem. Dziwnie na s. 22 oddane zostalo tez nazwisko
kustosza warminskiego i zamiast Tomasza Wernera, otrzymali§my Tomasza Wenora.
Kompletnym nieporozumieniem jest tez umieszczenie owego ,,Wenora” pod osobnym
hastem w indeksie osob (s. 308). Z innych uwag zauwazmy tez, ze zajmowanie odpo-
wiedniego miejsca w stallach kanonickich odbywato si¢ wedle precedencji, a nie ,,proce-
dencji” (s. 25, 135, 288-289)%, Brandenburg to z kolei inaczej Pokarmin, a nie Pokarunin,
a dodatkowo obecnie to Uszakowo w obwodzie krolewieckim, a nie Pribreznoje (s. 47).
Niesciste informacje autor podaje ponadto na s. 76—77. Wspomina tam bowiem o indulcie
papieskim z 1447 r., ktory przyznawat wielkiemu mistrzowi zakonu krzyzackiego prawo
do obsadzania dwoch kanonikatéw w kapitule warminskiej. Pisze tez, ze mimo zaanga-
zowania finansowego i odwotania kapituly, papiez w 1449 r. potwierdzit prawa wielkiego
mistrza i ,,dopiero 40 lat p6zniej ten sam argument, wysunigty przez kapitute w jej odwo-
taniu do kurii rzymskiej spowodowal, ze papiez Innocenty VIII odebral krolowi polskie-
mu identyczne uprawnienie dotyczace obsady jednego tylko kanonikatu”. Sikorski zdaje

I Zob. K. Mikulski, Mikolaj Kopernik. Srodowisko spoleczne, pochodzenie i mlodosé, Torun 2015,
s. 310-311. Z tresci recenzowanej ksiazki i wykazu skrotow wynika, ze pozycja ta byta znana J. Sikorskiemu.

2 Poprawng informacje podaje na s. 281 i 287.

3 Zdarza si¢ tez, jak np. na s. 135, ze Sikorski pisze o ,,precendencji”.
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si¢ nie zauwazac, ze kapituta warminska niemal zaraz po 1449 r. dalej aktywnie dazyla
do uchylenia przywileju dla wielkiego mistrza i juz w 1453 r. 6w przywilej moca bulli
papieskiej zostat cofniety.

Drobne btedy znajduja si¢ takze na s. 97, gdyz dokument nr 153 datowany jest na
dzien 2 sierpnia, a nie 2 lipca 1517 r. oraz na s. 203, poniewaz list Jana Dantyszka do
Tidemana Gisego (nr 432) datowany jest na 11 kwietnia, a nie 11 maja 1538 r. Poza tym,
piszac na s. 234 na temat Jana Loitza, autor powinien okresli¢ go jako scholara, a nie
scholastyka wloclawskiego. Przechodzac do kolejnej uwagi podkreslenia wymaga, ze
przywolany na s. 255 astronom krakowski Wojciech Caprinus nie pochodzit — wbrew
temu, co za dotychczasowq historiografig zapisat Sikorski — z Bukowa, lecz z wielkopol-
skiego Buku, co niedawno wykazat i uzasadnil Marian Chachaj’. Inny btad pojawia si¢
jeszcze na s. 257 (nr 549), gdyz tre$¢ zaginionego listu z ok. 8 grudnia 1542 r., w ktorym
Jerzy Donner informowat o chorobie Kopernika, wynika z odpowiedzi biskupa chetmin-
skiego Tidemana Gisega, a nie Jana Dantyszka, jak napisat Sikorski. Autor nie jest poza
tym konsekwentny w zapisywaniu daty smierci Enocha Kobelaua. Na s. 81 i 82 pisze
0 3 marca 1512 r.; taka sama informacja pojawia si¢ jeszcze na s. 280, jednak na s. 283
notuje, ze duchowny zmart 28 marca 1512 r. Takze inne rozbieznosci moga wprowadzac
w blad czytelnikow. Przyktadowo w dotychczasowej literaturze przedmiotu podawano,
ze Fabian Emerich zmart 26 pazdziernika 1559 r.%, tymczasem na s. 280 recenzowa-
nej pracy czytamy, ze miato to miejsce 25 pazdziernika 1559 r.” Podobnie rzecz si¢ ma
z zapisem daty $mierci Jana Scultetiego. Dotychczas przyjmowano date 24 pazdziernika
1526 1.3, Sikorski zapisat za$ date¢ 29 pazdziernika 1526 r.° Kolejny przyktad dotyczy daty
$mierci Feliksa Reicha. Ta w dotychczasowych pracach raczej zgodnie okreslana byta na
dzien 1 marca 1539 r.'%, jednak w recenzowanej monografii czytamy o 11 marca 1539 r.!!
Niemal identyczny jest przyktad ze s. 281 — Achacy Trenk zmarl bowiem, jak powszech-
nie si¢ przyjmuje, 13 marca 1551 r.!2, a w przywolywanym miejscu ksiazki zapisano date

4 Zob. Archiwum Archidiecezji Warminskiej w Olsztynie (dalej: AAWO), Dokumenty Kapituly (dalej:
Dok. Kap.), sygn. B 23. Wspominalem o tym kilka lat temu w artykule poswigconym Pawlowi Legendor-
fowi, ktory rowniez wlaczyt si¢ w kurii papieskiej w walke o uchylenie przywileju dla wielkiego mistrza.
Zob. R. Krajniak, Jeszcze o karierze koscielnej Pawta Legendorfa (ok. 1410 — 23 VII 1467), ,,Komunikaty
Mazursko-Warminskie” 2019, nr 3, s. 452.

5 Zob. M. Chachaj, Mikolaj Kopernik. Czasy studenckie. Krakéw, Bolonia, Rzym, Padwa i Ferrara
(1491-1503). Miejsca — ludzie — ksigzki, Torun 2023, s. 88.

6 Zob. m.in. T. Borawska, Emmerich Fabian, [w:] Slownik biograficzny kapituly warminskiej
(dalej: SBKW), red. J. Guzowski, Olsztyn 1996, s. 53-54.

7 Datg 26 pazdziernika zapisuje natomiast na s. 285.

8 T. Borawska, Sculteti Jan, [w:] SBKW, s. 221-222.

° Informacja powtdrzona takze na s. 288.

10 Por. m.in. T. Borawska, Reich Feliks, [w:] SBKW, s. 200-201.

' Ta informacja powtorzona jest rOwniez na s. 280 i 284.

12 Zob. np. T. Borawska, Trenck Achacy, [w:] SBKW, s. 256.
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3 marca 1551 .13 W kazdym z powyzszych przypadkow korzystajacy z ksiazki nie beda
mieli pewnosci, czy autor postanowil podwazy¢ dotychczasowe ustalenia, nigdzie jednak
tego nie zaznaczajac, czy tez doszto tu jedynie do pomylki. Niestety nie sg to jedyne
tego typu rozbiezno$ci miedzy informacjami podanymi przez Sikorskiego a zawartymi
w podstawowe;j literaturze przedmiotu'4, a takze migdzy faktami podawanymi przez sa-
mego autora recenzowanej ksigzki w dodatku na s. 279-282 i tymi zawartymi w drugim
dodatku na s. 283-289'5.

Weczesniej wspomniatem juz o niekonsekwentnym zapisywaniu daty $mierci Eno-
cha Kobelaua. W przypadku tego duchownego na s. 280 Sikorski niescisle okreslit takze
date objecia przez niego kanonikatu, czyli rok 1472, a sprawe dodatkowo zagmatwat na
s. 283, piszac, ze Kobelau byt kanonikiem od 1467 r. W $wietle znanych obecnie prze-
kazow zrodtowych wiemy natomiast, ze po kilkuletnich, majacych swoj poczatek juz
w 1465 1.9, probach skutecznego objecia kanonii w kapitule warminskiej, jako kanonik
poswiadczony zostal dowodnie 21 stycznia 1470 r.'” Ponownie w tym roku zostat odno-
towany przynajmniej 8 maja, gdy sktadal w Kamerze Apostolskiej obligacje annatowa za
Johanna Orgesa, a nastepnie uiszczat za niego nalezne z tego tytutu 15 florenow!s.

Komentarza wymagaja tez informacje podane na s. 281 na temat Christiana Tapiaua.
Sikorski pisze, ze posiadat on kanoni¢ od 9 pazdziernika 1460 r. W rzeczywistosci Ta-
piau otrzymal woéwczas prowizje na kanoni¢ i prebende warminska, ktéra zawakowata
w zwiazku z rezygnacja Konrada Tostiera!®. Jako cztonek tamtejszej kapituty katedralnej
pojawit si¢ natomiast dowodnie 19 listopada t.r.2* Wedtug Sikorskiego rzeczong kanonie
mial on posiada¢ do 20 stycznia 1467 r. W $wietle znanych zrodet ostatni raz jako sze-
regowy kanonik zostal wspomniany jednak 24 marca 1466 r. w aktach papieskiej peni-
tencjarii?!. W tym samym roku objat pratacka godno$¢ kustosza, ktora zawakowata po

13 Date 13 marca zapisuje natomiast na s. 286.

14 Glownie w Stowniku biograficznym kapituly warminskiej, na ktorym, zgodnie z deklaracjami zawarty-
mi we wstepie i w wykazie skrotow, Sikorski zdaje si¢ opierac.

15 Por. przyktadowo dane na temat Enocha Kobelaua, Pawta Plotowskiego, Tomasza Wernera, Jerzego
Donnera, czy tez Mikotaja Krapitza.

1620 lipca t.r. otrzymat pierwsza znang prowizj¢ na kanoni¢ i prebende warminska. Zob. Repertorium
Germanicum. Verzeichnis der in den pdpstlichen Registern und Kameralakten vorkommenden Personen,
Kirchen und Orte des Deutschen Reiches, seiner Diozesen und Territorien vom Beginn des Schismas bis zur
Reformation (dalej: RG), Bd. 9, bearb v. H. Hoing, H. Leerhoff und M. Reimann, Tiibingen 2000, nr 1153;
zob. tez Bullarium Poloniae (dalej: Bull. Pol.), t. 7, ed. I. Sutkowska-Kura$, S. Kuras, J. Smotucha, P. Stanko,
Romae—Lublini 2006, nr 172.

7RG, Bd. 9, nr 1153.

18 Ibidem, Bd. 8, bearb. v. D. Brosius und U. Scheschkewitz, Tiibingen 1993, nr 3530.

19" Ibidem, nr 845.

20 AAWO, Dok. Kap. S 6¢c. Szerzej na jego temat zob. R. Krajniak, Tapiau Christian (zm. 1498), wikariusz
warminski, kanonik, kustosz i dziekan warminski, [w:] Polski stownik biograficzny, t. 52/2, z. 213, Warszawa—
—Krakow 2018, s. 181-183.

2l Bull. Pol., t. 7, nr 260; zob. tez Repertorium Poenitentiariae Germanicum, Bd. 5, bearb. v. L. Schmugge
mit P. Clarke, A. Mosciatti und W. Miiller, Tiibingen 2002, nr 4178.
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$mierci Hermanna Birkena i jako taki odnotowany zostat w jednym ze zrédet papieskich,
28 listopada, kiedy otrzymywat dyspens¢ pozwalajaca mu na taczenie kustodii z innym
beneficjum niekompatybilnym?2. Jako kustosz i kanonik zostat odnotowany z pewnoS$cig
takze 27 grudnia 1468 r., gdy otrzymywatl prowizje na dziekani¢ warminska?}. Nie ma
réwniez racji autor recenzowanej pracy, piszac, ze Tapiau zmarl 6 maja 1498 r. Faktycz-
nie miato to miejsce 16 maja 1498 r. , o czym informuje m.in. inskrypcja na zachowane;j
plycie nagrobnej?.

Stosownego uzupetnienia i uscislenia wymagaja takze informacje na temat Wernera
Meddericha. Sikorski na s. 284 podaje, ze 6w duchowny kanonikiem warminskim byt od
10 lipca 1466 r. i ze zmart pod koniec 1498 r. Trudno stwierdzi¢, skad autor zaczerpnat te
dane, gdyz w znanej mu literaturze, tj. w biogramie publikowanym w Stowniku biogra-

ficznym kapituly warminskiej, czytamy o prowizji na kanoni¢ datowanej na dzien 10 lipca

1460 r., ostatnim wystapieniu w zrodlach w 1495 r. 1 prawdopodobnej $§mierci jeszcze
w tym samym roku lub na poczatku nastepnego®. Ze swojej strony chciatbym jeszcze
dodaé, ze w zrodle proweniencji papieskiej kanonikiem warminskim zostal okreslony
juz 13 wrzeénia 1457 r., gdy wyznaczono go na jednego z egzekutorow bulli papieskiej,
na mocy ktorej Mikotaj Tungen miat zosta¢ wprowadzony na parafi¢ pw. $w.sw. Jana
Chrzciciela i Jana Ewangelisty w Ornecie®.

Uwagi nalezy zglosi¢ ponadto do zastosowanych w tekscie skrotow (wykaz na
s. 15-18) i powiazanych z nimi opiséw bibliograficznych?’, a takze do jako$ci wykona-
nego indeksu 0sdb, w ktorym zabrakto np. autorow cytowanych publikacji, a niekiedy tez

22 RG, Bd. 9, nr 964; zob. tez Bull. Pol., t. 7, nr 353.

23 RG, Bd. 9, nr 964; zob. tez Bull. Pol., t. 7, nr 650.

24 Por. T. Jurkowlaniec, Nagrobki Sredniowieczne w Prusach, Warszawa 2015, s. 183; R. Krajniak,
Tapiau...,s. 182.

25 Por. T. Borawska, Medderich Werner, [w:] SBKW, s. 165-166.

26 Bull. Pol,, t. 6, ed. I. Sutkowska-Kura$ et S. Kura$, Romae—Lublini 1998, nr 1177. Szerzej na jego
temat pisalem tez w innym miejscu, zob. R. Krajniak, Duchowienistwo kapituly katedralnej w Chetmzy
do 1466 roku. Studium prozopograficzne, Torun 2013, s. 235-239.

27 Obecnie powszechnym skrotem dla Archiwum Archidiecezji Warminskiej jest ,,AAWO”, a nie
LAADWO?”. K. Gorski nie byt wspotwydawca piatego tomu Akt stanéw Prus Krolewskich. Ksiazka M. Biskupa
wydana w 1991 r. nosi tytul Wojna Pruska, czyli walka Polski..., a nie Wojna Pruska, czyli wojna Polski... Za-
braklo wymienienia redaktora pracy zbiorowej pt. Sfownik biograficzny kapituty warminskiej. Brakuje niekiedy
podtytutéw publikacji, jak w przypadku pracy L.A. Birkenmajera Stromata Copernicana, ktoéra ma jeszcze
podtytut Studja, poszukiwania i materjaty biograficzne. W czgéci publikacji, ktore ukazaly si¢ w czasopismach
badz pracach zbiorowych zabrakto zakreséw stron, a niekiedy takze dat ich wydania. Niektore skroty wydaja
si¢ poza tym mato logiczne i czytelne (np. ,.Birkenmajer, M. K. jako ucz.”, ,,Brachvogel, Des C. Dienst”,
Brachvogel, N. K. im n. Schr”. Zdarzaja si¢ tez literowki (np. s. 17 — zamiast Fiirstbistums, zapisano
,Firstbisturms” i zamiast Verhiltniss, zapisano ,,Verhirtniss”). Skroty te nie byty tez konsekwentnie uzywane,
np. zamiast deklarowanego ,.Birkenmajer, M. K. jako ucz.”, pojawia si¢ niekiedy ,,Birkenmajer, M. K. jako
uczony”, a zamiast ,,Gorski, Mikotaj Kopernik”, czytamy ,,Gorski, M. K” (s. 28). W wykazie skrotow nie ma tez
zastosowanego na s. 32 ,,M. K. i jego $wiat”, na s. 72 oraz 110 ,,Schmauch, Neues zur Cop.”, na s. 171 ,,Prowe,
N. C. in seine Bezieh. zu Albrecht”, a takze pojawiajacego si¢ na s. 184 skrotu ,,Brachvogel, Zur Koppern.”.
Nie wyjasniono tez, do jakich publikacji odnosi si¢ autor na s. 110, piszac jedynie ,,B. Olszewicz, s. 425 oraz
nas. 122, zapisujac ,,Dmochowski, s. 34—43” (podobnie na s. 210 ,,Dmochowski, s. CXXXXVIII”).
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postaci historycznych?®. Wydaje sig, ze przydatny dla czytelnika bytby takze indeks nazw
miejscowych oraz bibliografia, ktora rejestrowalaby inne niz tylko te oddane skrotami
i wymienione na s. 15—18 publikacje cytowane w recenzowanej pracy.

Mimo zgloszonych brakéw, niekonsekwencji i btedow, opublikowanie uaktual-
nionych, wieloletnich wynikéw badan J. Sikorskiego byto bardzo dobrym pomystem,
a ksigzka spetni z pewno$cig swoja role i1 bedzie przez kolejne lata istotnym punktem
odniesienia dla badaczy Warmii i kopernikologéw. Przed ewentualnym wznowieniem
druku warto jednak bedzie raz jeszcze solidnie pochyli¢ si¢ nad tekstem.
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